Year 9 Assessment:
Medical Ethics
[image: http://www.egyptastic.co.uk/images/foetus.jpg][image: http://news.bbc.co.uk/olmedia/1605000/images/_1606185_diane_pretty300.jpg]

[image: http://www.babble.com/CS/blogs/strollerderby/2008/11/ivf.jpg]Key Statement: “Everybody has the right to do what they want with their own body”

Learning Outcome: To produce an essay exploring this statement and what it means for medical ethics.
Due in three weeks (w/b 28th June)

Introduction:
This essay is about exploring the idea that people have the right to do what they want with their own body within the context of medical ethics: abortion, euthanasia, and fertility treatment. It is your job to explain what these issues are and then analyse how they relate to the statement.
The level you achieve for this essay will be given to Cambridgeshire County Council as the level of your achievement for Key Stage 3, so make sure you do your best to show off your ability!
[image: http://www.rhul.ac.uk/personnel/staffdevelopment/Images/new_image_071205.JPG]Levels: 
Remember that levels are like steps up. In order to get to the next one you need to make sure you’re on the one before. Also, like pieces in a puzzle, you need them all to make the whole picture complete!
Level 5: Explanation
In order to achieve level 5 you need to explain. That means not just giving information, but explaining what it means. For example, if you are writing a paragraph on abortion you need to say what it is, then explain why people might think it’s a good thing or a bad thing.
Level 6: Analysis
Once you have explained you can analyse. This means referring back to the key statement and saying how what you’ve said affects this. For example, after explaining about euthanasia, you can then analyse whether this implies that people can do as they like with their bodies.
Level 7: Evaluation
Having analysed the issues you can then evaluate whether the statement is true or not in your conclusion. Based on everything you’ve said, is it true that “people can do what they like with their bodies”? Note: This doesn’t have to be “Yes” or “No”, it might be true some times but not others...
How to plan your essay:
Planning is very important. It helps you give structure to your essay so you can argue a clear case. Before you start writing properly you should take a sheet of paper and make bullet points explaining what you are going to say in each paragraph.
The paragraphs should look something like this:
Paragraph One: Introduction
Say what the essay is about. Introduce the Key Statement and explain that you are going to look at abortion, euthanasia and fertility treatment to find out whether this statement is true or not.
Paragraph Two: Abortion Explanation
Explain what abortion is. Give some information about it (there’s help on other pages). Explain why people might think it is a good thing or a bad thing. Try to give a variety of opinions, particularly religious ones.
Paragraph Three: Abortion Analysis
Based on what you have said in the previous paragraph, how does this affect the Key Statement? Does the issue of abortion suggest that people can do what they like with their own bodies or not?
Paragraphs Four and Five: Euthanasia Explanation and Analysis
Do the same as paragraphs two and three, but on the topic of euthanasia.
Paragraphs Six and Seven: Fertility Treatment Explanation/Analysis
Do the same as paras two and three, but on the topic of fertility treatment.
Paragraph Eight: Evaluation
Now that you have explained and analysed the three issues, you need to sum it up. Do they suggest that the Key Statement is true or not? Perhaps it is true in some situations and not in others. To ensure you hit Level 7 try to explain why your conclusion might be better than other possibilities.
Good luck!
[image: http://vitaro.files.wordpress.com/2009/01/embryo.jpg]Information about abortion to help you...
Abortion is the premature removal of a baby from the womb resulting in its death. It is currently legal in this country before the foetus is 24 weeks old (or even after that if it will affect the mother’s life).

Questions to think about:
You don’t have to answer all of these, but they might help you think!
· Is a foetus in the womb a human being? How do you know?
· Whose rights are more important, the mother or the child?
· Are there situations in which abortion is OK? If so, why?
· Mother is raped?
· Child is disabled?
· [image: http://img.dailymail.co.uk/i/pix/2008/02_04/babyDM2702_468x343.jpg]Child is unwanted?
· Child is a risk to the mother’s life?
· Does it make any difference how old the child is? Ie, does it make a difference if the baby is only 1 week old?
Resources to use:
· Look at the packs we used to make the posters.
· Use the Discovery book, page 120 or 124.
· Use the green Christian Philosophy book, page 112-113
· If you’ve looked at these three ask me to dig something out. 

Information about euthanasia to help you...
[image: http://breakthroughtogod.files.wordpress.com/2009/03/144.jpg]Euthanasia (or “assisted suicide” or “good death” or “mercy killing”)  is the practise of helping someone who is dying to die with dignity and with as little pain as possible.
In the UK it is currently illegal to actively help someone to die by giving them drugs that will kill them. Therefore, some people choose to travel to Switzerland where they can get the medical help they need to die in peace.
Questions to think about:
· Do you have a right to choose when you die?
· [image: http://medicblog999.files.wordpress.com/2009/06/euthanasia.jpg]Does someone’s family and friends have a right to an opinion on this issue?
· What restrictions should there be? 
· How ill must you be?
· Do doctors have to agree?
· Should you be a certain age?
· Why might people think euthanasia is a good thing?
· What concerns might people have?
Resources to use for more information:
· Discovery book, pages 121-122
· Christian Philosophy book, pages 116-117
· If you’ve used both of those, ask me for some more

Information about fertility treatment to help you...
[image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:Qb6leyVg8aUxAM:http://i.telegraph.co.uk/telegraph/multimedia/archive/01217/IVF_jpg_1217221c.jpg]Fertility treatment is medical intervention to help a woman become pregnant. Eg. Test tube babies (IVF), surrogacy, donor sperm. Some people think they have a right to have children, and it medical science can help then this is a good thing.
The key thing for this one is finding out a bit about each and then thinking about the rights and wrongs.
Questions to think about:
· Do people have the “right” to have children?
· Why might people think fertility treatment is a good thing?
· Why might people have problems with fertility treatment?
· Is it right to bring another person into the creation of a child (eg. Using sperm from a donor)?
· Does it make any difference what kind of fertility treatment is used? Are some more OK than others?
[image: http://www.therainbowbabies.com/i/handing_over_baby_small.jpg]Resources to use: 
· Discovery, page 124-125
· Christian Philosophy, page, 114-115
· If you’ve looked at both of those then please ask me for more...
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