Year 9 Assessment
Unity and Diversity in Christianity
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LO: To write an essay exploring the things on which Christians agree and the things they don’t
Introduction
The crucial thing to include is the difference between Conservative and Liberal Christians. This is foundation of most of the differences of opinion within Christianity and once you’ve done this you’ll do well.
	Conservative
	Liberal

	· Concentrate on the Bible
The Bible is the Word of God, so must be true in almost every respect. This view affects everything else.
· Culturally traditional
Most conservatives are fairly traditional and are against things like gay weddings or women as priests
· Christianity central
Many conservatives believe Christianity is the only true religion and so followers of other religions are on the wrong path.
	· Looser with the Bible
Liberals do believe the Bible is true, but not literally so. Just as a story can be meaningful without being literally true, so can the Bible. They see more poetry etc in the Bible.
· Live and let live
Liberals are often more in tune with modern beliefs about sexuality. While they still value commitment they have no problem with homosexuality.
· Lots of faiths
While liberals believe that Christianity works best for them they accept that other religions might show something of God.



Once you have written a paragraph explaining these differences you will be in a position to go into a bit of depth and here you can draw upon lots of different sources that we’ve looked at over the year.


How to do well
Level 5: Explanation
To get a level 5 you need to be explaining different beliefs. That means not just saying “Some Christians believe...” but saying “Some Christians believe... because...”
In the resources that are available there are lots of explanations of Christian beliefs to help you out.

Level 6: Analysis
To get a level 6 you need to start looking at the issue from a few different perspectives. For example, you could look at conservative and liberal ideas about hell, other religions and the Bible. After you have done this you can write a paragraph trying to bring them all together in some way; that’s Level 6.

Level 7: Evaluation
For this you need to be taking some information and interpreting it. The best way to do this is to use the surveys that churches have done and evaluate what they say to work out whether they are liberal or conservative (or somewhere in between). If you can do this on top of your level 6 analysis you’ll be getting to level 7.
Resources
I have information sheets on conservative/liberal:
· Understanding of the Bible
· Ideas about women
· Thoughts on hell
· Ways of viewing other religions
· Ideas about homosexuality

You can also use the textbooks for extra information. It might be really good to get information about how different denominations understand Christianity. You might also refer to what our visitors said a few weeks ago.
Of course, I still have all the survey results for anyone wanting to try for level 7.
Grading
These assessments will be marked on effort, understanding and independence. There will be raffle tickets for each category, and someone within the class will win the £5 prize. The harder you work the more chance you have of that person being you! Good luck!
A final word of advice
This is a challenging task. To do well it will require you to put some work in, to read things independently, to think about them and to put them down in your own words. I want you all to do well, but I can’t help you if you don’t put in any effort. Don’t be scared of not getting it perfect, you learn more from mistakes than you probably realise. The only way you can really fail is to not try your hardest.
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