Christian arguments to condemn homosexuality
Conservative Christians often condemn homosexuality. The Bible says it is “detestable” and, remember, the Bible is the Word of God. If it says something in the Bible then it must be literally true, because God cannot lie.
Here are some Bible verses that make being gay a crime:
1 Corinthians 6:9-10 - "Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God."
(No-one who commits homosexual acts will go to heaven)

Leviticus 18:22 - "Do not lie with a man as one lies with a woman; that is detestable." 
(It is detestable for a man to have sex with a man)

Leviticus 20:13 - "If a man lies with a man as one lies with a woman, both of them have done what is detestable. They must be put to death; their blood will be on their own heads.”
(Men who sleep together must be put to death)

Romans 1:26-27 - "Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural ones. In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed indecent acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their perversion."
(Both men and women have done shameful things with each other)

Your letter needs to explain why homosexuality is wrong.
· Quote some bits from the Bible
· Explain why what’s in the Bible is so important

Once you are finished you should explain why this means that gay marriages and priests should not be allowed.


Christian arguments saying homosexuality isn’t so bad
This is a little bit harder as it’s not so obvious.
· Look at all the Bible verses that seem to condemn homosexuality.
· The key thing that more liberal Christians argue is that homosexuality didn’t exist when the Bible was written.
· Sure, men may have had sex with men, but there were never examples of people of the same sex being in committed relationships with each other in the same way that they are today.
· What the Bible is saying is that it’s wrong for men to casually sleep together outside of a committed relationship.
· This is just the same as where the Bible says that casual sex between a man and a woman outside marriage is bad.
· The problem is sex outside of committed relationships, which can cause hurt and suffering, not the genders of the people having sex.

In writing your letter you need to explain why some Christians don’t take the Bible so literally here. This is the key issue.
The argument is that love and commitment is more important than the gender of the people involved in a relationship.
Once you have finished you should explain why this means that gay marriages and priests should be allowed.
