The Worm
Two monks lived together in a monastery for many years; they were great friends. Then they died within a few months of one another. One of them got reborn in the heavenly realms, the other monk got reborn as a worm in a dung pile. The one up in the heavenly realms was having a wonderful time, enjoying all the heavenly pleasures. But he started thinking about his friend, "I wonder where my old mate has gone?" So he scanned all of the heavenly realms, but could not find a trace of his friend. Then he scanned the realm of human beings, but he could not see any trace of his friend there, so he looked in the realm of animals and then of insects. Finally he found him, reborn as a worm in a dung pile... Wow! He thought: "I am going to help my friend. I am going to go down there to that dung pile and take him up to the heavenly realm so he too can enjoy the heavenly pleasures and bliss of living in these wonderful realms." 
So he went down to the dung pile and called his mate. And the little worm wriggled out and said: "Who are you?", "I am your friend. We used to be monks together in a past life, and I have come up to take you to the heavenly realms where life is wonderful and blissful." But the worm said: "Go away, get lost!" "But I am your friend, and I live in the heavenly realms," and he described the heavenly realms to him. But the worm said: "No thank you, I am quite happy here in my dung pile. Please go away." Then the heavenly being thought: "Well if I could only just grab hold of him and take him up to the heavenly realms, he could see for himself." So he grabbed hold of the worm and started tugging at him; and the harder he tugged, the harder that worm clung to his pile of dung. 
Do you get the moral of the story? How many of us are attached to our pile of dung?


Here we have the Buddhist idea of “rebirth”.

Also here is Karma, as one monk gets a good rebirth and another does not.









The moral of the story is to do with attachment (Samudaya). The worm is attached to his dung pile and so will experience Dukkha.

Maybe

Once upon a time a peasant had a horse. This horse ran away, so the peasant's neighbours came to console him for his bad luck. He answered: "Maybe". 
The day after the horse came back, leading 6 wild horses with it. The neighbours came to congratulate him on such good luck. The peasant said: "Maybe". 
The day after, his son tried to saddle and ride on one of the wild horses, but he fell down and broke his leg. Once again the neighbours came to share that misfortune. The peasant said: "Maybe". 
The day after, soldiers came to conscript the youth of the village, but the peasant's son was not chosen because of his broken leg. When the neighbours came to congratulate, the peasant said again: "Maybe". 











The peasant was not attached to his horse, so does not suffer when it goes.
When good luck comes he does not cling to it.

The moral of the story is that the peasant accepts anicca (that everything changes), so does not get attached.
Therefore he does not have Dukkha.



Buddhist Stories Assignment
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For this task we will be looking at Buddhist stories and thinking about how Buddhist teachings are shown in those stories. You need to choose at least three stories and write about the Buddhist ideas in them.

We’ll look at two stories as a class then you will be given a few more stories to look at on your own. Each of the extra stories given will have some hints about the kinds of things to look for.

Remember that for Level 6 you need to analyse.
This means looking at how Buddhist ideas come across over a few stories, so find a few stories that use the same ideas.

Level 4 Example Paragraph:
In the story of The Worm there is rebirth when the monks are reborn, karma and attachment, and in the Maybe story there is something to do with anicca and dukkha.

Level 5 Example Paragraph:
In the story of The Worm the idea of rebirth is shown because the monks get reborn as different things. There is also Karma involved, because the monks are reborn as different things – this must be because they have done things to create good or bad karma which will affect their rebirth. The end of the story explains something about Dukkha – the worm is attached to its pile of dung and so is happy to live there in the unsatisfactory-ness. This is the Buddhist idea of Samudaya, which means that people experience suffering because they have become attached to things.

Level 6 Example Paragraph:
(following on from the Level 5 paragraph)...
By contrast, in the Maybe story, the peasant is not attached to the horse so dukkha does not happen when the horse leaves. He accepts anicca (that everything changes) and so does not become attached. The third noble truth is that no attachment means no dukkha, so the peasant is happy.
This is looking at Dukkha in two stories. For level 6 you need to try looking at a few different teachings in a few stories.
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