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Heaven and Hell
Jesus said: “I am the way, the truth and the life; no-one comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6)

“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.” (Acts 4:12)

“If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to go into hell.”  (Matthew 5:29-30)

Conservative Christians tend to place a lot of emphasis on Christianity being the only religion that leads to God. Because the Bible is taken quite literally the ideas about heaven and hell are also taken literally. They usually believe that heaven and hell are real physical places that people go to when they die, and that people will only go to heaven through being Christians and knowing Jesus.
“For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.” (1 Corinthians 15:22)

“Just as the result of one trespass was condemnation for all men, so also the result of one act of righteousness was justification that brings life for all men.” (Romans 5:18)

Liberal Christians place more emphasis on the bits of the Bible that speak about everyone, not just Christians. They tend to find it difficult to accept a God who might cast people into the fiery pits of hell and so prefer to concentrate on the places in the Bible that show that God is concerned about all of us. Also, liberals often understand hell differently as well, interpreting the Bible’s ideas about hell in metaphorical terms. Rather than being a physical place people go when they die hell is more of a mental state. Hell is what happens when people are unhappy and not living the lives God intended them to lead. For liberal Christianity, the whole point of the religion is not to make sure people will go to heaven when they die, but to make sure that people can live the fullest lives they can here and now.

“Christianity is not pie-in-the-sky-when-you die, it’s steak-on-your-plate-while-you-wait”
