Heaven and Earth
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 First this: God created the Heavens and Earth—all you see, all you don't see. Earth was a soup of nothingness, a bottomless emptiness, an inky blackness. God's Spirit brooded like a bird above the watery abyss. 

 God spoke: "Light!" And light appeared. God saw that light was good and separated light from dark. 
   God named the light Day, he named the dark Night. 
   It was evening, it was morning—Day One. 

 God spoke: "Sky! In the middle of the waters; separate water from water!" 
   God made sky. He separated the water under sky from the water above sky. 
   And there it was: he named sky the Heavens; 
   It was evening, it was morning— Day Two. 

God spoke: "Separate! Water-beneath-Heaven, gather into one place; Land, appear!" 
      And there it was. God named the land Earth. He named the pooled water Ocean. 
   God saw that it was good. 

God spoke: "Earth, green up! Grow all varieties of seed-bearing plants, Every sort of fruit-bearing tree." And there it was. Earth produced green seed-bearing plants, all varieties, and fruit-bearing trees of all sorts. 
      God saw that it was good. It was evening, it was morning— Day Three. 

God spoke: "Lights! Come out! Shine in Heaven's sky! Separate Day from Night. 
      Mark seasons and days and years, Lights in Heaven's sky to give light to Earth." 
      And there it was. 

God made two big lights, the larger to take charge of Day, The smaller to be in charge of Night; 
      and he made the stars. God placed them in the heavenly sky to light up Earth 
   And oversee Day and Night, to separate light and dark. 
   God saw that it was good. 
   It was evening, it was morning—Day Four. 

God spoke: "Swarm, Ocean, with fish and all sea life! Birds, fly through the sky over Earth!" 
   God created the huge whales, all the swarm of life in the waters, And every kind and species of flying birds. 
      God saw that it was good. 
   God blessed them: "Prosper! Reproduce! Fill Ocean! Birds, reproduce on Earth!" 
   It was evening, it was morning—Day Five. 

God spoke: "Earth, generate life! Every sort and kind: cattle and reptiles and wild animals—all kinds." And there it was: wild animals of every kind, Cattle of all kinds, every sort of reptile and bug. 
      God saw that it was good. 

God spoke: "Let us make human beings in our image, make them reflecting our nature so they can be responsible for the fish in the sea, the birds in the air, the cattle, and, yes, Earth itself, 
      and every animal that moves on the face of Earth." 
   God created human beings; he created them godlike, reflecting God's nature. 
      He created them male and female. 
   God blessed them: "Prosper! Reproduce! Fill Earth! Take charge! Be responsible for fish in the sea and birds in the air, for every living thing that moves on the face of Earth." 

Then God said, "I've given you every sort of seed-bearing plant on Earth and every kind of fruit-bearing tree, given them to you for food. To all animals and all birds, everything that moves and breathes, I give whatever grows out of the ground for food." 
      And there it was. 

God looked over everything he had made; it was so good, so very good! It was evening, it was morning— Day Six.
Heaven and Earth were finished, down to the last detail. By the seventh day God had finished his work. On the seventh day he rested from all his work. God blessed the seventh day. He made it a Holy Day because on that day he rested from his work, all the creating God had done.

Different ways of understanding this:
Conservative Christians say that because the Bible is the word of God everything in it must be literally true. Therefore, if the Bible says God created the world in 6 days then it must have happened like that and in the order that the Bible says. This doesn’t leave much room for things like “big bang” theory or evolution. God cannot lie therefore the Bible cannot lie (because the Bible contains God’s words).

Liberal Christians take a more relaxed approach. They say that the Bible might not have to be literally true in order to be “God’s Word”. They might say that you could compare a good book or film; just because they are made up (the things might not actually have happened) it doesn’t mean that there can’t be truth. A lot of people like Harry Potter; they accept that he is a made up character, but that doesn’t mean that some of the things he says can’t be real. In the same way, they might understand what the Bible says about creation in a more poetic way. The story isn’t about the history of how God created the world; it is not a science book. Instead the story is about how God loves the world he created and how he thinks it is good.
Extension: When people talk about how the story is poetic look at a few things.

· Each day is a bit like a verse in a poem.

· Certain phrases are repeated (“God saw that it was good”, “It was evening, it was morning”)

These kinds of things make the thing sound poetic, and no-one expects the things in a poem to be literally true.

Things to consider:

Try to get across the idea that the different ways of understanding the Bible come from the idea that these are different “styles of writing”. This is one of the major reasons for disagreeing about the way to interpret the Bible.
