Year 8 Assessment
Religion and Law
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Learning Objective: To write a newspaper article exploring the way law operates in different religions


Introduction:
The purpose of this assignment is to look at how different religions understand the idea of “law”. You’ll need to imagine you are a newspaper reporter writing an article about a crime. In the process of writing the article perhaps you interview some religious people to find out what they think about this crime. Then you, as the reporter, can conclude with which religious view makes the most sense (perhaps none at all) and why!

Levels:
A level 4 article will describe what a few different religions believe about law. There won’t be much detail or explanation about what they believe.
A level 5 article will explain what different religions believe about law. It will go deeper than level 4 to give explanations which say why people believe what they do.
A level 6 article will analyse different religious beliefs about law. Having explained what they believe, a level 6 article will explain similarities and differences between the different religions. You will need to explain at least 3 religions to analyse what they believe.
A level 7 article will evaluate what different religions believe. After you have analysed you will draw everything together into a conclusion about which religious belief makes the most sense. You will explain why you believe what you do in detail.
How to structure your article:
Paragraph 1: Imagine a crime that has been committed. It could be something serious, or something not so serious. Explain what has happened, feel free to be imaginative and make up some detail.
Paragraph 2: You need an excuse to talk about what the religious beliefs about law are. Perhaps you live in an area with lots of different kinds of religious people and explain that you are going to interview religious people to find out what they believe about law.
Paragraphs 3-5: Take a few paragraphs to look at different religions (at least three if you want level 6). In each paragraph describe what a particular religion believes, and remember that for level 5 you need to go into a bit of detail to really explain it.
Paragraph 6 (for level 6): Now you have explained what a few different religions believe about the law you can analyse the similarities and differences. In what ways do different religions have similar ideas about law, and in what ways are they different? Some religions may be quite similar, others may be far apart.
Paragraph 7: A chance to wrap everything up and explain your own opinion about law. You need to refer to what other religions believe and explain whether you agree with them or not and why. This is where you start to get level 7.
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What different religions believe about law
All religions believe that the law is important to make sure justice is done but they have different ways of expressing it.
Judaism: Jews believe that God has given the law in the Holy Books, and this helps them to live their lives in a way that is pleasing to God. They believe that obeying the law (called the Halakhah) helps them to become closer to God within their daily life. Anything they do to break the law will disrupt their relationship with God.
Islam: Muslims have a strict law-code called “Shariah Law”. The believe that their life on earth is a test to see if their soul is fit for heaven, and they will be judged on how well they keep to Shariah. It is a “path to water” for their soul, so breaking the law is, for Muslims, a problem because it means they might not be able to go to heaven.
Buddhism: Karma is one of the key beliefs for Buddhists: “What goes around comes around”. If you do something bad then it will come back and affect you, and other people, negatively. Similarly, doing good things will affect you and others positively. They obey the “Five Precepts” which are all things a Buddhist promises to him/herself to do in order to make sure their karma is good.
Christianity: Christians believe that the law is important, but they believe grace is more important. “Grace” is the idea of a gift that isn’t deserved or earned; Christians believe that even though they don’t really deserve God’s love, God loves them anyway. Therefore, they obey God’s laws because they are grateful to God for loving them unconditionally, it is a sign of thanks. They don’t believe that they are making God love them by obeying the law, because God loves them anyway. They obey the law because God loved them first. If someone breaks the law Christians see it as a sign of ingratitude and selfishness.

Remember to use the blog: www.mdbigg.me.uk/manor/8
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