Year 7 Comparing Religions Project
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Key Question: What are some similarities and differences between Hinduism, Judaism and Islam?

Your task: To write an essay exploring the religions we have looked at. We have looked at the basics of three world religions – Hinduism, Judaism and Islam. Your job is to use some of what you know to write about at least two of them.

How to write a good essay... 
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Essays are not easy to write. The key thing is to make sure you have a good structure – you should decide this beforehand. Think about the paragraphs you will use. I suggest an outline like this:

Paragraph One: Introduction

Explain which religions you are going to look at (at least two of the three), and say which aspects of the religions you will explore.

Paragraphs Two to Four: Themes

Write a paragraph on different “themes” that you choose (see the next page). Each theme is a different part of the religion that you might like to compare (eg. How it started, beliefs about God).
Paragraph Five: Conclusion

Using everything you have said in paragraphs two to four draw together all the information into a conclusion. Eg. “Overall, Judaism and Islam are quite similar in these ways... , but are different to Hinduism like this... However, Judaism and Islam also have differences, for example... ”
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Levels:

Level 4: This is description. You may say what people do or believe, but you won’t really go into why. No use of words like “because” or “this shows that”.

Level 5: Explanation. You are starting to make links between what people do and what they believe. Eg. “Jewish people eat bitter herbs at the Seder meal because it reminds them of the bitterness of slavery”. You will use lots of words like “because” and “therefore” and “this shows that”.

Level 6: Analysis. This means looking at something from a variety of angles. You’ll be exploring similarities and differences in different areas of the religion. This is what should happen in paragraphs two to four.

Level 7: Evaluation. This is where you sum everything up in a conclusion to give an overall response to the key question (paragraph five).

Themes:

There are lots of different ways you could look at this. The easiest ones are the first three, but credit to those who try harder ones.

1. How did the religion start?

2. What are the key ideas in the religion?

3. What does the religion believe about God?

4. Holy Books

5. Worship

6. Welcoming new babies

7. Weddings
Resources:

You may think you don’t know much about all this stuff, but you really do. We’ve touched on many things in class, but key attitude to learning we are trying to develop here is independence. There is more to religion than you can ever learn in class, so the aim is for you to develop the ability to find out for yourself.

The main resource for this project is my blog: www.mdbigg.me.uk/manor/7
Use it to start your research and it will direct you to useful information about the different themes. Remember try to use the information that explains things – the main thing is to link what people do to what they believe.

Grading
Your projects will be given a level, but they will also be given a mark for effort, understanding and independence. You will get raffle tickets for each of these elements, and we’ll hold a raffle when the projects are finished. The more tickets you have the better you can do!
