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Death and the Afterlife

This revision guide takes you through some of the key questions to do with the topic, as well as providing some key information. Each key question comes with key words (see glossary at the back), and references to the textbooks to tell you where to find out more.
What do Christians believe 
about the soul?
There are lots of different ideas about the soul in Christian belief. However, if you can remember the 5 concepts given by the acronym DRUID you be super.

Divine spark: The basic concept of the soul comes from right at the beginning of the Bible when humans are created. Unlike animals, humans are created in the “image of God”, and later, God breathes the “breath of life” into Adam’s nostrils. This bit of God in human beings is what makes us special and different.

[image: See full size image]Resurrected: Right at the other end of time is what happens after we die. Although the physical body dies, Christians believe that the “spiritual body” or soul won’t die but will be brought back to life like Jesus was.

[image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:DfPd6f9lvQaTeM:http://www.jillstanek.com/archives/working%2520together.png]Undying: A key belief about the soul is that it is immortal – it doesn’t die when the physical body does.

Inseparable: Traditionally, Jews had believed that body and soul could not be separated. Both were good and the health of one depended on the health of the other.

[image: See full size image]Dualist: However, Christian took on the Greek idea that body and soul were in conflict. The body was bad and focussed on evil and greed, while the soul was good and spiritual and focussed on God and doing what is right.
What do Christians believe about 
heaven and hell?

[image: http://www.hawkwings.net/wp-content/wp-images/BoschHeavenHell.jpg]Heaven: It’s quite hard to define exactly what Christians mean by heaven. Most accept that it is a perfect existence with God in which evil and suffering are no more. The belief is that the soul is brought back to life in a resurrection body to live in a place so lovely that it is indescribable. Conservatives believe that the only way into heaven is through faith in Jesus. Liberals often believe that non-Christians can go to heaven too.

Hell: Traditionally hell is a place in which those who don’t get to heaven are eternally punished for their sins. In the past people have been scared into becoming Christians because they don’t want  to be sent to hell. Conservatives tend to believe hell is a real place. Liberals often believe that hell is just an existence without the presence of God, and others believe that those who don’t go to heaven are annihilated, their soul ceases to exist.

Purgatory: Roman Catholics believe that before a soul reaches heaven they must spend some time in purgatory, during which they work off their sins to make them good enough for heaven. They often pray for the dead so that they won’t spend too much time in purgatory.

Limbo: Some Roman Catholics believe that unbaptised children, who are too young to have done evil, spend time in limbo because it would be unfair to punish them in hell.
What do Christians believe about judgement?
Christians believe that God is the ultimate judge. There will come a time when people will be called to accept the consequences for what they have done.

[image: http://globalrecordings.net/images/avs/tlc-096.jpg]Sheep and Goats: The most famous story Jesus tells is about the day on which God will divide people up. Those on one side will have fed the hungry, looked after the sick and helped the poor. Jesus says that helping these people is like helping him, and the helpers will receive eternal life. The other side haven’t done these things and will be sent to hell.

Forgiveness:
Although all people have committed sins, Christians believe that God is forgiving. This means that God will overlook the wrongdoing of those who are really sorry and accept the forgiveness earned for them by Jesus. The death of Jesus is proof that God is willing to forgive human beings if they are sorry and will seek to improve their behaviour in future.


What happens at a Christian funeral?
Although it is sad when someone dies, Christian funerals do emphasise that the dead person has gone to a better place. Seven things happen, GREP, then the 3 Cs.
Gathering: As people gather, the priest reminds them of the better place ahead through the words of Jesus: “I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes in me will live, even though they die”.
Readings: Some verses from the Bible are usually read. Particularly Psalm 23: “The Lord is my shepherd”. This says that even though death is scary we can trust that God is looking after us.
Eulogy: The priest or a close family member or friend will speak about the deceased, reflecting on their life and the good things that they have done.
Prayers: These are said to thank God for the person who has died and ask God to take care of them.
Contemplation: A few minutes of silence for the congregation to privately remember the deceased.
Commendation: The priest says: “Let us commend <person’s name> to the mercy of God”, and then prays that God will accept the deceased into heaven.
Committal: This is the most solemn moment of the funeral in which the coffin is lowered into the grave. The priest says: “We therefore commit his/her body to the ground; earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust, in the certain hope of resurrection to eternal life”.

Random Notes and things you ought to know

Funerals: Christians used to always be buried, because of the belief that the body would be resurrected. Now people tend to accept cremation instead.
People who are dying often request their favourite songs and readings to be used at their funeral. Many will also ask a priest to come and prepare them for death, pray with them and give them a final Holy Communion.

Make any notes or mind-maps here:



Practise Exam Questions
Have a go at some of these and hand them in to me to get some feedback and advice on how to improve!
June 2008:
(a) Describe Christian beliefs about the distinction between the ‘body’ and the ‘soul’.		[8]
(b) Explain why Christians might believe they should behave morally. [7]
(c) ‘People believe in life after death because they are afraid of dying.’ [5]
June 2009:
(a) Describe what is said and done at a Christian funeral service. [8]
(b) Explain how a Christian funeral service reflects beliefs about life after death. [7]
(c)  ‘Bad people should be punished by God.’ [5]
What might come up this year:
(a) Describe what Christians believe about heaven and hell. [8]
(b) Explain how Christian belief about the soul might affect beliefs about life after death. [7]
(c) ‘A forgiving God wouldn’t send people to hell.’ [5]

Glossary: Use this to look up key words.

Annihilation: The belief that souls not fit for heaven are annihilated rather than going to hell.
Deceased: The person who has died.
Funeral: A service that takes place (often in a church) to remember a dead person and commit them to God.
Heaven: The place to which a dead person’s soul goes to be with God in a perfect existence if they have been forgiven their sin.
Hell: The place to which a dead person’s soul goes to be punished if they have not been forgiven.
Judgement: The idea that all people will be held to account for their actions by God after they die.
Limbo: The (unofficial) Roman Catholic belief that unbaptised babies go to a place in which they won’t be punished.
Purgatory: The Catholic idea of a place after death in which a person works off their sin to make them fit for heaven.
Sin: Evil deeds or crimes against God.
Soul: The immortal, divine spark that is within all people and separates them from animals.
If you come across any other vocab note it down here:
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