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Manor Community College
GCSE Philosophy and Ethics Revision Guide:
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This revision guide takes you through some of the key questions to do with the topic, as well as providing some key information. Each key question comes with key words (see glossary at the back), and references to the textbooks to tell you where to find out more.
How do scientists explain the origins of the earth and human beings?
Key words: Evolution, big bang, natural selection
The main theories you need to know are Big Bang and Evolution
Use these acronyms to remember some of the key ideas:
[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:HNIW-DjSosCROM:http://scienceblogs.com/startswithabang/upload/2009/11/when_i_make_an_assumption/bigbang.jpg]Beforehand everything
In one place
Greatly unstable so
BANG!
All the energy flies out
Now it starts to cool
Gravity brings bits together
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Everything starts small
Very gradual changes
Over a long time
Little by little
Unique changes
Then stronger creatures
Instead of weaker ones
Overall more evolved by
Natural selection


What does Christianity teach about the origins of the earth and human beings?
Christians turn to the Bible to find out about how God relates to the world he created (though not all take it literally). According to the Bible God created the world in 6 days. They all begin with L or S and can be remembered by LIS-LAS-SEAL
Day 1: Light (and darkness)
Day 2: Sky
Day 3: Land (and sea)
Day 4: Sun (and moon and stars)
Day 5: Sea Creatures
Day 6: Land creatures (and humans)

Most Christians believe that the meaning behind the story is the crucial thing. The meaning of the story is:

WE’re Special – Because we are created last
Humans Are Stewards of the earth – they are looking after God’s earth for God, they don’t own it themselves.
The World is GOOD – God says this after every day.

You can remember this because WES HAS WIG (We’re Special, Humans Are Stewards, World Is Good)


In what different ways might a Christian interpret the Bible’s teaching about creation?
Remember the difference between Conservative and Liberal?
[image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:p98JJVaJ3cUktM:http://i205.photobucket.com/albums/bb193/Peromyscus/ancientofdays.jpg]Conservative Christians take the Bible literally. They believe it is God’s Word and because God is not a liar all that happens in the Bible must be true.
This means that they believe God created the world in 6 days in the LIS-LAS-SEAL order. 
As a result of this conservative Christians often reject scientific theories such as evolution because they don’t match with what the Bible says about how the world began. 


Liberal Christians believe that the Bible is true in what it says about creation (WES HAS WIG) but don’t believe it has to be literally true. To liberal Christians the story of creation is more like a poem, true in its meaning (WES HAS WIG), but not true in a literal sense.
They can tell it’s a poem because of the language used:
· Repeated phrases:
· Every day ends: “And it was evening, and it was morning”.
· After God creates something he says it is good.
· Structure:
· Each “day” is like a verse in the poem.
Liberal Christians usually accept scientific theories like evolution and Big Bang while still believing that God was behind creation. 
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Getting the difference between Conservative and Liberal is the key to getting good marks in this topic.
Use the space below to make a mind map of the difference between how conservative and liberal Christians interpret the story of creation.


Are science and religion in conflict?
The short answer is “conservatives say yes, liberals say no”.
Use the boxes below and what you’ve learned already to try to summarise the arguments. See Discovery pp. 46-7 too.
 (
Liberals: Science and religion are 
not 
in conflict
.
) (
Conservatives: Science and religion are in conflict...
)
How might the issue of stewardship affect a Christian’s beliefs about animals?
This is one of those balancing act questions... 

 (
Human Responsibilities
Christians are stewards – should be looking after the earth
God will be angry if human beings abuse their authority
) (
Human rights
Animals don’t have souls
Humans are made in the image of God – more important
)
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Because there are arguments on each side it is sometimes hard to know what Christians should do.
For example, some Christians believe it is OK to test medicines on animals because humans are more important and it is better for a few animals to suffer than many humans.
On the other hand, some Christians think that we should not take advantage of animals like this and to do so would go against our responsibility of stewardship.

How might stewardship affect what Christians think about the environment?

After God had created Adam and Eve they were told to have “dominion” over the earth. That means God gave humans the authority to use the earth’s resources as they saw fit.
 (
Steward-ship
)Nowadays, most Christians believe that it also means we have responsibility for looking after the earth, so Christians are concerned about things like global warming, deforestation, pollution etc, because they believe that these things are not good stewardship.
 (
Use this pyramid to make notes on the idea of stewardship: talk about both animals and the environment
) (
The idea is that your notes get more detailed as you go down the pyramid.
)


 
Glossary: Use this to look up key words.

Big Bang: The scientific theory that at the beginning of the universe everything in the universe existed in a one microscopically small place. This then exploded, releasing all the energy, which over billions of years cooled to form planets.
Conservative: Christians who take the Bible literally and therefore don’t accept scientific theories like evolution or big bang
Evolution: The scientific theory that human advanced life forms develop from simpler once over a period of time through a process called Natural Selection.
Genesis: The first book of the Bible in which the story of creation is told. Note: There are actually two different stories of creation.
Liberal: Christians who don’t take the Bible literally and therefore accept scientific theories like evolution and big bang.
Natural Selection: The idea that the strongest and best adapted creatures will survive better and pass on their strength, while weaker creatures die out.
Stewardship: Looking after something for someone else. In the case of Christianity it refers to looking after the world for God.
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