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Manor Community College
GCSE Philosophy and Ethics Revision Guide:
Nature of Belief
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This revision guide takes you through some of the key questions to do with the topic, as well as providing some key information. Each key question comes with key words (see glossary at the back), and references to the textbooks to tell you where to find out more.
[image: http://www.freewebz.com/bunkertown/www/church-floor-plan425.gif]How might a church building show what Christians believe?
Most Church of England churches look something like this, note that it is cross-shaped:





You need to know 5 key things in a church: FLAPP
Font: This is where baptisms (or Christenings) are held. It is usually near the door of the church to show that baptism is the door into Christianity.
Lectern: The lectern is where the main church Bible rests while it is being read aloud. It is often shaped like an eagle to represent the Word of God spreading across the world.
Altar: Right at the front is a table called the Altar. This is where the priest will prepare the bread and wine for the communion
Pulpit: The pulpit is where the preacher stands when giving his or her message from the Bible. It is a raised platform to give the preacher authority, because they hope the preacher is speaking words from God.
Pews: Pews are the seats in which people sit. They are usually long benches to represent the togetherness of those in church. Christians are all part of one family of God, so all sit together.
How do Christians worship?
[image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:0lU3DqSBX6UffM:http://blog.adw.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/05/praise2.jpg]To get to grips with Christian worship you need the 5 P’s:
Praise: Most churches will sing songs together. Either traditional hymns to remember the long tradition, or modern songs to make Christianity relevant to today.
[image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:hjwFlYoLE1Yb9M:http://davidputmanlive.files.wordpress.com/2009/09/preaching1.gif][image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:RemrMAUI6CsC-M:http://www.shakespeareschurch.org/images/dench-bible-reading-2.jpg]Proclamation: Public Bible reading is very important for many Christians. They think it is essential to hear the Word of God read aloud for everyone to hear.
Preaching: A priest or other respected person will preach to explain what a bit of the Bible means and how it might be important to people in their lives today.
[image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:pTn9lCdtyEq2iM:http://www.theblinccollective.com/newmedia/praycon/Prayer_Team.jpg]Prayers: Most services will hold prayers for the sick, those in power, the dying, or anyone else appropriate. Sometimes this is done silently, at other times the congregation pray together.
[image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:T0xX2noWYtwBXM:http://www.edupics.com/shake-hands-t11321.jpg]Peace: In many churches there is a short section called “The Peace”, during which people shake hands and wish God’s peace on each other. It is a good way of saying hello.

WARNING! Remember not all Christians worship in the same way!
For example, Baptists don’t believe in baptising children so instead of a font they have a baptistery, a mini swimming pool for dunking adults. Quakers worship completely differently. They wait in silence for an hour, just being together and waiting for God to speak to them in the stillness. No prayers or Bible reading at all!

How do Christians use food and fasting as part of their worship?
Unlike other religions Christianity has no particular rules about food. In early Christianity, St Peter was told by God: “Do not call anything impure that God has made clean”. After that Christians dropped the Jewish food laws.
[image: http://drjamesgalyon.files.wordpress.com/2009/10/communion.jpg]However, Christians do use food in symbolic ways.
The Lord’s Supper: Many churches have a weekly ceremony which remembers Jesus’ “Last Supper” with his friends in which he linked some bread and wine to his body and blood. The bread and wine are reminders of Jesus’ continual presence with Christians. Also known as “Holy Communion” or “Mass”.
[image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ftAbBWQ2yEzIrM:http://cdn.sheknows.com/articles/lemonpancakes.jpg]Many Christians also eat pancakes on Shrove Tuesday (just before Lent) to symbolise giving up luxuries during the time of Lent. Similarly, it used to be traditional to eat fish on Fridays, because giving up meat is a form of fasting.
Fasting: Christians sometimes fast (don’t eat or give up luxuries). This particularly happens during Lent (40 days before Easter) and reminds them of Jesus’ temptations. It also helps Christians to remember their dependence on God and the need to be less selfish and instead look after others.
How might Christians use symbols?
[image: http://t0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:0_BIHPWWgCbvXM:http://www.sunday-school-ideas-for-new-teachers.com/image-files/cross-template.jpg]The Cross: The most common symbol in Christianity. It remembers the death of Jesus. Some Christians use a blank cross to remember that Jesus came back to like, others wear a “crucifix” which has Jesus on it. This remembers Jesus’ death.

[image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:-GfrecNQIkjzBM:http://www.beacondeacon.com/ichthus.gif]The Fish: One of the oldest Christian symbols.  In Greek the word for “fish” is “Ichthus”, the letters of which form the acrostic: “Jesus Christ, Son of God, Saviour”, so reminds Christians of some of the key beliefs of Christianity.
[image: http://t0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:66Fw2OjV6KeaCM:http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/d/d5/Alphaomega.svg/348px-Alphaomega.svg.png]The Alpha and Omega: The first and last letters of the Greek alphabet often appear. These show that God is both the beginning and end of all things.

[image: http://t0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:TC7wt4WNQAN4FM:http://artbyunderground.files.wordpress.com/2009/06/chi_rho.jpg][image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:BjGXHfKd3ny8zM:http://rtjones.files.wordpress.com/2008/10/trinity.jpg]The Triquetra: This symbol is often used to represent the Trinity. The idea is that it is a symbol with 3 clear parts, but all made up from one thing, just like Christians believe in one God, made of Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
The Chi-Rho: Made up of the first two letters of the Greek word “Christ”, this symbol was used on banners by the first Christian Emperor, Constantine, who believed this symbol brought him victory.
Random thoughts and other things that might be important – take note!
Public worship: When Christians get together in churches to worship God. This usually happens on a Sunday. It’s important to note that this is only one part of Christian worship.
Private worship: Many Christians meet together in their homes in small groups, or spend time on their own in worship. This might involve talking about things in the Bible, praying for each other, or just taking the time to help each other out. For some Christians everything they do is an act of worship. Worship means “giving something value” – many Christians believe that everything they do should be valuable to God and done in a way that pleases God, even washing up!

[image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:KRWjP6jDy9DoOM:http://www.london.anglican.org/images/Logos/CofE-logo-v3-BW.jpg]Different types of worship:
[image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:UxhfTCMdIysNYM:http://www.turnbacktogod.com/wp-content/uploads/2008/11/how-many-baptists-are-here.jpg]Church of England/Roman Catholic: The central part of the service is celebration of communion or Mass.
[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:h3rea5QkuNV04M:http://www.watfordquakers.org.uk/QLogo.png]Baptists/Methodists: The key part of the service is reading from and preaching about the Bible.
Quakers: Much less structure – the only part of their meeting is waiting in silence and listening for God.

Please use this page to make mind-maps, notes or whatever else you need!


Practise Exam Questions
Have a go at some of these and hand them in to me to get some feedback and advice on how to improve!
June 2008:
(a) Describe how Christians might use symbols to express belief. [8]
(b) Explain how regular prayer might strengthen the faith of a Christian. [7]
(c) ‘Fasting does not help people to worship God.’ [5]
June 2009:
(a) Describe how a Christian might use prayer and meditation to worship God. [8]
(b) Explain how the use of food may show a Christian’s belief in God. [7]
(c)  ‘Worshipping together is essential for Christians.’ [5]
What might come up this year:
· Architecture of a Church
· Christian symbols
· Use of music/art.
(a) Describe how a music and art might be used in Christian worship. [8]
(b) Explain how Christian symbols show what Christians believe. [7]
(c) ‘Churches are just buildings.’ [5]

Glossary: Use this to look up key words.

Altar: The table at the front of a church used to prepare communion. It recalls the Old Testament system of sacrifice and how this was stopped through Jesus’ ultimate sacrifice of himself.
Chi-Rho: The symbol made from the first two letters of the Greek word “Christ”.
Communion: The religious ritual that remembers Jesus’ last meal with friends and his death. Also known as Mass (Roman Catholic) and the Lord’s Supper (Baptist).
Cross: The symbol that remembers Jesus’ death.
Fasting: The giving up of a luxury (often food) in order to draw closer to God.
Font: The container for water used in Baptism.
Ichthus: The Greek word for the “fish” symbol, the letters stand for “Jesus Christ, Son of God, Saviour”.
Lectern: The eagle-shaped stand for holding the Bible
Pews: Bench-like seats used in a church.
Pulpit: The platform from which the preacher speaks.
Prayer: Communication with God.
Preaching: Publicly explaining a part of the Bible and what it means.
Private worship: When Christians gather together in private places to read the Bible, pray or just spend time together.
Public worship: When Christians gather together in a church or other public place to worship God.
Spire: The tall, pointed structure on top of the church that shows Christians’ desire to reach for God.
Symbol: An image or sign that has a deeper meaning.
Triquentra: The three-in-one symbol of the Trinity.
Worship: Giving praise or glory. For Christians this means doing things that bring God glory or honour.

If you come across any other vocab note it down here:
image3.jpeg




image4.jpeg




image5.jpeg




image6.jpeg




image7.gif
APSE

ALTAR

SANCTUARY

—

a

AISLE

i 11 I =k
CHANCEL 2R
ML 1>
= =} oo =S|
PULPIT LECTERN
I NORT! SOUTH
I TRANSEPT ‘TRANSEPT

o o
Nave
o ot
<[
o o

e b

NARTHEX





image8.jpeg




image9.jpeg




image10.jpeg




image11.jpeg




image12.jpeg




image13.jpeg




image14.jpeg




image15.jpeg
THE CHURCH
OF ENGLAND




image16.jpeg




image17.jpeg




image1.jpeg
Manor Community College

a DCSF designated Specialist Creative & Performing Arts College





image2.jpeg




