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Manor Community College
GCSE Philosophy and Ethics Revision Guide:
[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:0v2-wOdnmNESiM:http://scrapetv.com/News/News%2520Pages/usa/images-3/god.jpg]The Nature of God



This revision guide takes you through some of the key questions to do with the topic, as well as providing some key information. Each key question comes with key words (see glossary at the back), and references to the textbooks to tell you where to find out more.
What do Christians believe about God?
Key words: Omnipotent, omniscient, omnibenevolent, trinity, via negativa, creator, forgiveness, monotheism.
Use this space to write down your answer to the key question:
















For more information try green book (pp. 4, 5) or Discovery (p. 10)

Why might a Christian believe in God?
This is one of the key questions of the topic. Use the space below to make a mind map of reasons Christians might give for belief in God. There is plenty of material on page 6&7 of this booklet as well as pages 6 & 7 in the Green Book or page 11 in Discovery.
 (
Why might a Christian believe in God?
)

What might Christians say about the authority of the Bible?
The idea of the Bible having authority is that it has the right to tell people what to believe and how to behave.  There are two main ways Christians might think about this issue. One is the Conservative way, the other is Liberal. Use the spaces below to summarise their ideas. There’s more information on page 8, pp. 64-7 in the GB or pg. 12 in Discovery.
 (
Liberal
:
) (
Conservative:
)

What do Christians believe about miracles?
 (
Miracles
)Sometime key ideas can be split down into bits. For example, a newspaper has headlines to tell you what the article is about, then subheadings to highlight the main ideas. Use the pyramid below to split the concept of miracles up a bit. Put the main ideas in the second row, then put the details in at the bottom. There’s information on pages 8-11 in the GB, or pg 13 in Discovery.

Arguments to prove the existence of God
(LO: To look at some of the reasons people give for believing in God)
The “Divine Watchmaker” argument
Imagine you’re walking along one day and you find a watch on the path in front of you. Would you guess that it came together like that randomly, or would you guess that someone had sat down to carefully design and build the watch?
[image: Evolution]Most people would guess that the watch had been designed because it is so complex. Some philosophers argue that the earth must also have been designed. There is so much complexity on the earth (think how amazingly complicated a human brain is) that there must have been a designer to put it together.
Surely no-one would believe that this world just came about by chance! There must be a designer behind it all, and that designer is God. 

The “First Cause” argument
Everything in this world has a cause. If a tree grows then this is because it has been planted. If a football moves then it has probably been kicked. If a car accelerates it is because more petrol is being burned in the engine, because someone put their foot on the accelerator. If anything happens in the world it is because something is making it happen.
[image: http://www.peterkreeft.com/images/writings/firstcause-links.jpg]Some Christians argue that if everything in the universe has a “cause” then eventually we must be able to trace these causes back to a “first cause” that kicked the whole thing off. That must be God.
Some people say that if we say God caused the universe then “What caused God?”. However, God is outside of the universe so doesn’t need a cause. We only know that everything in the universe has a cause, not things outside it.
[image: http://www.dooroffaithchurch.org/images/doesgod.jpg]The argument from miracles
Every day people experience miraculous things that they say cannot be explained by science. Some argue that this must be evidence of God working in their lives. Perhaps a prayer has been answered or a disease has been healed or someone has had a near-death experience and “seen the light”. If this happens then it is clear proof that God has done something to prove God’s existence. 
[image: http://bp0.blogger.com/_IIIq3KHs4ic/RrAnVWU58ZI/AAAAAAAABOE/IfnoGMkqiDM/s320/conscience+angel+devil+toon]
The argument from conscience
Every human being seems to have a built in radar for right and wrong. Even tiny babies are capable of doing things that they know are wrong to get their way. How come human beings naturally know the difference between right and wrong? Where did humans get a conscience from? God must have put it there.

[image: http://www.the-next-wave-ezine.info/userfiles/Image/june_07/resurrection_of_jesus.privat_collection.usa.jpg]The argument from history
Christians claim that Jesus rose from the dead after being crucified. They believe this because they have historical evidence which proves it. The four Gospels each tell the story of what happened and thousands of Christians for the last 2,000 years have spoken of Jesus making a difference to them? How could Jesus come back from the dead without God helping him out? God must exist.


Conservative and Liberal ways of reading the Bible

Conservative Christians take the Bible very literally. They believe that every word of it is true. If the Bible is “God’s Word”, and God cannot lie, then the Bible must be true. They therefore believe that the Bible is authoritative, meaning that what it says should be the ultimate guide in how to live. For example, many conservative Christians will not accept women priests because the authority of the Bible tells them not to.
Liberal Christians take a slightly more relaxed view. They understand that the Bible was written down by humans, and therefore might be true in different ways. For example, the story of creation in the Bible could be thought of as a poem rather than history, so might be true in a different way. Liberal Christians think that the Bible is an important authority in how to live, but they also use reason as well. Therefore most liberal Christians do accept women as priests because reason tells them that women are equal to men


Acronyms:
These acronyms might help you to remember some of the key ideas in this topic.
[image: http://t0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:98OwBE0-icyCNM:http://www.harvardfilmarchive.org/images/vw_car_drive.jpg][image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:gSt1m9E0QmRm4M:http://img.thesun.co.uk/multimedia/archive/00898/SNF30TV4SC-280_898945a.jpg]For what Christians believe about God think of Gok Wan’s car: GOCMOTO
God is
Omnipotent – All powerful
Creator
Monotheist – Belief in only one God
Omniscient – All knowing
Trinity – Three in one (Father, son and Holy Spirit)
Omnibenevolent – All loving

[image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:vt9tw6C4-tmIfM:http://fdrnepal.files.wordpress.com/2008/06/girja-prasad-wave-hand-to-demonstrators-011.jpg]For the common arguments for the existence of God imagine you are saying hello to a Communist who can’t hear anything: Hi DeF CoMi
History – There’s historical proof in the Bible
Design – The world appears to be designed
First Cause – Something must have started it all
Conscience – We all seem to know right and wrong
Miracles – Amazing things occur that aren’t explained

Glossary: Use this to look up key words.

Atheism: The belief that God does not exist
Conservative: Christians who take the Bible literally
Creator: One who creates something – Christians believe that God is the creator of the world.
Design Argument: The argument that the world appears to be designed to therefore there must be a designer.
Forgiveness: Christians believe that God forgives them of their sins through Jesus.
Incarnation: The belief that God came to earth as a human being called Jesus.
Liberal: Christians who do not take the Bible so literally.
Monotheism: Belief in only one God
Omnibenevolent: All loving
Omnipotent: All powerful
Omniscient: All knowing
Trinity: Three in one (the belief that God is made up of Father, Son and Holy Spirit)
Via Negativa: The “negative way” - the belief that one cannot say what God is, only what God is not.
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