Rehabilitation
When someone does something wrong most people would like them not to do it again.
Therefore, many people argue that the main point of punishment is to rehabilitate the criminal, which means making them aware of what they have done wrong and making sure they are sorry for it.
If someone is really sorry they are unlikely to do something again, so perhaps prisons should educate the prisoners and make them better human beings so that when they come out they are less likely to commit crime again.
Many people who are addicted to drugs go to “rehab clinics” which help them to realise why drugs are so bad so that they don’t start taking them again.
[image: http://www.cartoonstock.com/newscartoons/cartoonists/rma/lowres/rman9136l.jpg]

Extension: Some people argue that often crime is committed because of people’s situations. If someone is starving then of course they might steal some bread. It is no good rehabilitating someone if when they come back out of prison they will be hungry and desperate again.


Protecting Society
Many criminals are dangerous people. They have committed awful crimes and have hurt or killed people.
Because of this many people say that protecting society is the most important reason for punishment. If there are dangerous people they should be locked away so that they cannot hurt anyone else.
We lock people up not for their own benefit, but for the benefit of everyone else. No-one wants murderers or rapists on the loose, so instead we protect people by locking them up.
[image: http://frylake.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/10/prison.jpg]

Extension: Some people criticise this because eventually people do get released from prison. When this happens they will be the same people that went in (perhaps angrier) and therefore they will still be a danger to society.


Deterrence / Prevention
If there is a problem in society the best thing to do is to stop the problem from happening in the first place.
Some people say that we should punish people in order to deter or discourage other people from committing crimes.
This is a common argument in favour of the death penalty. If other people see murderers being executed then they will think twice before committing murder. Therefore there will be fewer murders because people will be afraid of the punishment.
This applies to things like stealing too – people will be discouraged from doing it because they won’t want to go to prison.
[image: http://www.cartoonstock.com/lowres/mba0812l.jpg]

Extension: Many people criticise this because it doesn’t seem to work a lot of the time. If someone is really angry and kills someone in the heat of the moment they haven’t had time to think about the consequences.


Restoration
If someone has done something wrong then shouldn’t they make up for it?
Many people say that restoration is a key part of any punishment. For example, if someone puts graffiti on a wall part of their punishment should be to clear it up.
Similarly, if someone steals from someone else then they should give back what was taken, and perhaps some extra too for compensation.
The idea here is that when someone commits a crime the balances of justice go wrong. By restoring things to the way they were a criminal can put the balance of justice back.
[image: http://static.guim.co.uk/sys-images/Guardian/Pix/pictures/2009/1/2/1230899435980/graffiti.jpg]

Extension: This may work for some low-level crimes like theft or vandalism, but can a criminal ever “restore” things if they have committed a serious crime like rape or murder? You can’t un-rape some, or bring someone you murdered back to life.


Retribution
When someone commits a crime the person who has suffered is usually angry.
Therefore many people say that the criminal needs to pay for their crimes. People need to “get even” with the criminal: this is retribution.
Often people refer to this as “an eye for an eye”, or the idea that the criminal should be punished in accordance to the crime.
Therefore people argue that a murderer should lose their life, or someone who beats someone else up should be beaten themselves.
In this case sending someone to prison is part of the process of evening the score with the criminal. The criminal suffers in proportion to what they have done wrong.
[image: http://www.fashion-res.com/EX/10-09-20/image.jpg]
Extension: Ghandi said, “An eye for an eye and the whole world goes blind”. By taking retributive justice do we ever really make things better?
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