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Year 10
Manor Community College
GCSE Philosophy and Ethics Revision Guide:
[image: http://oaktreefoundation.files.wordpress.com/2009/04/poverty2.jpg]Poverty and Wealth

		

This revision guide takes you through some of the key questions to do with the topic, as well as providing some key information. Each key question comes with key words (see glossary at the back), and references to the textbooks to tell you where to find out more.
What are the causes of poverty in the world?
[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:KLpetzJ0YSQkXM:http://www.marcias-lesson-links.com/gayle/letter_f.jpg]There are lots of reasons why people are poor in the world, you can remember them with the acronym: FINDT
FACTORIES IN LEDCs: Many MEDCs create factories in poorer countries. This makes products very cheap to produce because the poor have no choice but to work for little money. However, it makes lots of money for rich countries so they become richer.
[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:UAYK8Vw9Pl05lM:http://stellawasadiver.files.wordpress.com/2009/03/letter-i-260.jpg]INTEREST RATES: Rich countries look like they are helping poor countries by lending them money so they can improve. However, this money is often wasted and the poor country ends up owing a lot of money they cannot pay back.
[image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:i8aLw9PdKTr74M:http://www.perspexletters.co.uk/black-glitter-letter-n.jpg]NATURAL DISASTERS: Poor countries do not have the infrastructure (ambulances, fire services etc) to help them deal with natural disasters. Therefore when they happen poor countries cannot manage them. Thus poor countries are extremely affected by these things (eg. Haiti).
[image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:HptnHZfYx9coiM:http://fromoldbooks.org/r/1/43-letterD-q75-348x356.jpg]DISEASE: Without good doctors and hospitals a poor country can’t deal well with disease. This means that many are sick and can’t work properly. If people cannot work they can’t earn money so they become even poorer.
[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:8r1GPy9OU1fJmM:http://www.logosoftwear.com/embroideryclipart/Greek%2520Puff%2520Letter%2520T.En-gt.jpg]TRADE RESTRICTIONS: Many MEDCs enforce trade restrictions which make it difficult for poor countries to make money by selling high-value goods (like TVs). Instead poor countries pay high taxes to sell us goods so the rich countries make all the money.
How do Christians respond to poverty?
[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:KLpetzJ0YSQkXM:http://www.marcias-lesson-links.com/gayle/letter_f.jpg]For each of the FINDT causes of poverty Christians have a response. Many campaign to make things fairer for the poor.
FACTORIES IN LEDCs: Christians regard this as very unfair and campaign for companies to change things. A key part of the campaign is the Fair Trade movement. This tries to ensure that people working in these factories are making a fair amount of money so they can become less poor.
[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:UAYK8Vw9Pl05lM:http://stellawasadiver.files.wordpress.com/2009/03/letter-i-260.jpg]INTEREST RATES: In the year 2000 Christians were heavily involved in the “Make Poverty History” campaign, which asked MEDC governments to cancel the debts of poor countries. This has been quite successful and many poor countries have had debt cancelled or reduced.
[image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:i8aLw9PdKTr74M:http://www.perspexletters.co.uk/black-glitter-letter-n.jpg]NATURAL DISASTERS: Many Christians give money to charities such as Christian Aid, the Red Cross or Tear Fund who work in poor countries to help with the effects of natural disasters. These charities provide food and shelter to those worst hit by floods and earthquakes etc.
[image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:HptnHZfYx9coiM:http://fromoldbooks.org/r/1/43-letterD-q75-348x356.jpg]DISEASE: Some Christian doctors take time out to go to LEDCs and give their time and expertise for free. Christians have also set up “Mercy Ships” that are hospitals on a boat that provide free health-care for the poorest people.
[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:8r1GPy9OU1fJmM:http://www.logosoftwear.com/embroideryclipart/Greek%2520Puff%2520Letter%2520T.En-gt.jpg]TRADE RESTRICTIONS: Christians campaign against these restrictions, and this is another part of the Fair Trade movement. They encourage countries to allow LEDCs to trade with them so they can work their way out of poverty without these restrictions in place.
Why do Christians care about the poor?
[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:rIB2Z6WIKPRWmM:http://www.freeclipartnow.com/d/40002-1/gold-letter-c-.jpg]The basic reason Christians care is that God cares about the poor. This can be broken down into 6 points: CABICO
[image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:9EK90OfoWGH3GM:http://www.vendian.org/howbig/UnstableURLs/letter_a.gif]God’s CONCERN for the poor: God is worried about the poor because he loves them just as much as the rich. He wants them to be happy. Psalm 140:12 says: “I know that the LORD secures justice for the poor and upholds the cause of the needy.”
[image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:zOT30oFyToj1zM:http://fromoldbooks.org/r/1/43-letterB-q75-316x352.jpg]ATTITUDES TOWARDS THE POOR: There are certain attitudes towards the poor which God expects Christians to have. For example, 1 John 3:17 says, “If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?”
[image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:zlC7YDo-q0DlTM:http://www.fontme.net/letters/iii.jpg]BLESSINGS ON THOSE WHO SERVE THE POOR: Those who serve the poor can expect rewards from God. Proverbs 19:17 says: “He who is kind to the poor lends to the LORD, and he will reward him for what he has done.”
[image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:tgTXWoK8cYuTaM:http://www.dreamstime.com/alphabet-letter-c-animal-thumb8448501.jpg]God’s IDENTIFICATION with the poor: Christians believe that God knows what it’s like to be poor because he became poor through Jesus. 2 Corinthians 8:9: “9For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, he became poor for your sakes, so that you through his poverty might become rich.”
[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:vQYapg9L6L5BVM:http://www.logosoftwear.com/embroideryclipart/Greek%2520Puff%2520Letter%2520O.En-go.jpg]CONSEQUENCES OF NOT SERVING THE POOR: As well as rewards for those who help the poor there are punishments for not helping. Luke 6:24 says, “Woe to you who are rich, for you have already received your comfort”, which implies that they will not be comforted when they die and will be punished instead.
ORDERS CONCERNING THE POOR: God commands Christians to do certain things about the poor. Jeremiah 22:3 says, “Do what is just and right. Rescue the one who has been robbed. Do no wrong to the foreigner, the orphan or the widow.”
How do Christians earn their money?
[image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:3IKDcr9wQWig6M:http://www.klinikarastirmalar.org.tr/UserFiles/Image/nurse.jpg]Within Christianity there is an important question around how people earn their money. This is the distinction between a moral and an immoral occupation (job).
A moral occupation will earn someone money in a way that does not do harm to others and (ideally) is of real benefit to others. For this reason, many Christians have jobs in teaching, the police, hospitals, charities and other places that help people. They believe that they way they make money reflects God’s desire for Christians to love other people.
[image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:DfvFlvEsGf0hvM:http://afrostoshelltoes.com/word/wp-content/uploads/2009/01/drug-dealer.jpg]An immoral occupation is one that causes harm to others, such as drug dealing or making money through crime. Christians believe that jobs like these hurt and take advantage of other people and so do not show God’s love. They would try to avoid these kinds of jobs.
Of course many jobs are neither particularly moral nor immoral. In which case, it becomes very important what you do with your money...
[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:AVpKN71AQ2O0TM:http://southwood.typepad.com/photos/uncategorized/2008/09/09/tithing.gif]What do Christians do with their money?
Many Christians make a habit of regular donation to charity. Some Christians also believe in “tithing”, which means setting aside 10% of your income for charity.
They also think it is important to spend money wisely and not waste money on gambling or expensive clothes that they don’t really need. By doing this they express their devotion to God, as the Bible says: “The love of money is the root of all evil”.

Past Paper Questions:
Last Year:

(a) What is meant by an immoral occupation? [1] 
(b) What occupations might Christians believe to be immoral?[2] 
(c) What do Christians teach about concern for the poor? [3] 
(d) Why might Christians give money to charity? [6] 
(e) ‘People must look after their family before they worry about the poor.’ 
Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer. [12] 

Maybe this year?
(a) What is meant by charity? [1] 
(b) Name two charities a Christian might give to [2] 
(c) Give three reasons for all the poverty in the world? [3] 
(d) Why might a Christian care about the poor? [6] 
(e) ‘Poor people are poor through their own fault’ 
Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer. [12] 



Glossary: Use this to look up key words.
Charity: Giving of money or time to those less fortunate
Fair Trade: The movement started to try to ensure LEDC workers get fair pay for the work they do
Immoral occupation: A job that makes money by taking advantage of people.
LEDC: Less economically developed country (eg. Ethiopia)
MEDC: More economically developed country (eg. USA)
Mercy Ships: Boats set up by Christians to act as floating hospitals to provide free healthcare in LEDCs
Moral occupation: A job that makes money by helping people
Philanthropy: Kindness and generousity
Poverty: Being poor
Poverty line: The point at which you are deemed as being poor. As many as 80% of people in parts of Africa live on less than $1 per day. In the UK an adult earning less than £115 per week is considered to be poor.
Tithing: The habit of setting 10% of income aside for charity
Trade Restrictions: The use of taxes on imports from LEDCs to make importing goods not worthwhile.
Wealth: Having lots of money. Roughly 25% of the world’s population are counted as “rich”, and they control 75% of the world’s wealth. Fair?
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