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YEAR 10
Manor Community College
GCSE Philosophy and Ethics Revision Guide:
[image: http://www.m2review.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2009/12/weddingparty1.jpg]Human Relationships

		

This revision guide takes you through some of the key questions to do with the topic, as well as providing some key information. Each key question comes with key words (see glossary at the back), and references to the textbooks to tell you where to find out more.
What are traditional beliefs about the roles of men and women?
[image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:GMAx0N4MbdybwM:http://www.caribousmom.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/letter_m_1.gif]You can remember what Christians traditionally think about the role of women by the acronym: MUSH
MOTHER: Traditionally, Christians believed it was the woman’s job to be a mother and raise children.
[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:5kMKK7xjwSOQKM:http://www.inthehoopdesigns.com/x-cart/files/master/Fonts/Subway%25203/U.jpg][image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:4rCCJOI0eZX6NM:http://www.arro-signs.co.uk/images/moulded-letters/gold-moulded.jpg]UNDER MEN: According to the Bible when Eve was created it was as Adam’s “helper”. Therefore women are less important.
[image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:EmRpfGUugdKe9M:http://farm1.static.flickr.com/33/48575336_dd9233f3d2.jpg]SUBMIT TO HUSBANDS: St Paul said “wives submit to your husbands as to the Lord”. Men are to be leaders of the family.
HOME-MAKERS: It is the woman’s job to look after the house and children while the man goes out to work and earn money.

By contrast:
Most modern Christians don’t accept the traditional view of women. They recognise that both men and women are created in the “image of God” (Genesis 1:27) so both are important. Also, Paul says that because of Jesus the distinction between men and women is less important, because all are one in Christ (Galatians 3:28).
Therefore modern Christians usually regard women as equal and valuable in the sight of God and share things like work and childcare.

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_Vmj4CvCACH0/Sp5H15uqdXI/AAAAAAAAAbg/qNbOhe2SojI/s400/Manchester+Gay+Pride+march+2009+068.jpg]What do Christians think about homosexuality?
To put it simply, Conservative Christians usually believe that homosexuality is wrong. In the Bible it says that for a man to sleep with another man is an abomination (bad thing). Some Christians have even treated being gay like a disease in the past, saying prayers asking God to heal homosexuals of their sickness.
[image: http://americansfortruth.com/uploads/2008/02/homosexual_activists_rally.jpg]
On the other hand most Liberals don’t have a problem with homosexuals. What they object to is people who sleep around without taking sex seriously. They say that what God cares about is how much you love, not who you love.


What about women or homosexuals as priests?
There have been big fights about this among Christians over recent years. It’s been a bit source of argument. The Bible says:
“A woman should learn in quietness... I do not permit a woman to teach or have authority over a man; she must be silent. For Adam came first, then Eve” (1 Timothy 2:11-13)
[image: http://gop3.com/wp-content/uploads/2007/09/45413x62.jpg]Therefore, most conservative Christians are against women as priests, because it would go against what the Bible says. 
[image: http://www.bbcprograms.com/pbs/catalog/fatherted/images/0103fted.jpg]On the other hand, most Liberals are in favour of women priests because they believe women are equal to men, and what the Bible says about women is a sign that it was written in a more sexist time in history.

Most conservatives are against gay priests, because they believe it is wrong to have someone in charge of a church who is constantly doing something wrong, just like it would be wrong for an alcoholic to be a priest.
[image: http://heathensguide.files.wordpress.com/2009/10/gene_robinson1.jpg]Liberal Christians don’t believe being gay is wrong, so accept gay priests. Recently, conservatives were infuriated that the church in the USA elected its first openly gay bishop, Gene Robinson (left). Liberals say that a person’s sexuality doesn’t affect their ability to be a good priest.

What happens at a Christian wedding?
Think of a Christian wedding as a big fish: CARPPPP
[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:rIB2Z6WIKPRWmM:http://www.freeclipartnow.com/d/40002-1/gold-letter-c-.jpg]CHURCH: Most Christian weddings happen in a church to act as a reminder that God is witnessing the marriage.

[image: http://t0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:wAmcBPst7uZIxM:http://armyfamilyok.files.wordpress.com/2009/01/letter-r.jpg][image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:sHzJUvIiv5k1lM:http://jmplatter.files.wordpress.com/2009/12/greek-puff-letter-a-custom-online-embroidery-design.jpeg]ASKING: The priest asks the bride and groom if they want to marry, to ensure they are not being forced. He also asks the congregation if they know of a legal reason the marriage cannot happen, because a wedding is a legal ceremony.
[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:bXYuYh9-yjGXWM:http://www.freefoto.com/images/2001/16/2001_16_4---Letter-P_web.jpg]RINGS: These are exchanged as a sign that the marriage should last forever (a circle has no beginning or end).
PRIEST: Christian weddings are conducted by a priest who acts as a representative of Jesus.
[image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:A3aLCiEM7SFFUM:http://a2.vox.com/6a00c225236005f21900e398c442620001-320pi]PRAISE: Most Christian weddings include songs of praise. This is so that Christians can thank God for bringing the couple together.
[image: http://t0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:r3rkcNKkE3-L0M:http://fromoldbooks.org/r/1/43-letterP-q75-339x409.jpg]
[image: http://t0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:lDHQOzeBd9wFVM:http://westonsigns.com/images/WSCL1_P_FIRE.jpg]PROMISES (Vows): Vows are made by both the bride and groom. This is a public declaration of their intention to stay together forever.

PRAYERS: Christians usually include prayers at a wedding to ask God to bless the couple in their new life.

So what’s Christian marriage for?
It’s that Mr Frost classic: MILFK! Marriage is:
[image: http://t0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:GMuk2WOBEJvOCM:http://www.logosoftwear.com/embroideryclipart/Greek%2520Puff%2520Letter%2520M.En-gm.jpg]MAN AND WOMAN: Christian marriage is between two people of the opposite sex. Sorry, civil partnerships don’t count as marriage yet!
[image: http://t0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:VtioSDi9T-GIzM:http://www.freefoto.com/images/2001/09/2001_09_3---Letter-I_web.jpg]
INTENDED BY GOD: Christians believe that God has a plan for who you should marry.
[image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:DwLnYAH7_UMV2M:http://www.polyvore.com/cgi/img-thing%3F.out%3Djpg%26size%3Dl%26tid%3D548646]
LIFELONG: Marriage is not supposed to last for as long as it is convenient – it lasts forever!
[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:KLpetzJ0YSQkXM:http://www.marcias-lesson-links.com/gayle/letter_f.jpg]
FREELY ENTERED INTO: No-one should be forced into marriage. Christians marry someone they love through their own choice.
[image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:dqqx780btAC_XM:http://www.arro-signs.co.uk/images/moulded-letters/moulded-letter2.jpg]
KIDS: The ultimate purpose of marriage is to have children in order to fulfil God’s command to “Go forth and multiply”.



What’s the big deal about divorce?

[image: http://www.bibleprophecyupdate.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/10/divorce.jpg]For most Christians there are two big problems with divorce. Firstly, and most importantly, divorce makes people sad. If it breaks up a family or hurts people, then God is hurt too. This is the reason why the Bible says “God hates divorce”: God hates anything that causes his children to suffer.
Secondly, Christians usually don’t like divorce because it means going back on the promises a couple made to each other. In those promises Christians believe that God has tied the couple together and divorce breaks that bond.
Roman Catholics:
Because of this Roman Catholics believe that divorce is always wrong. It is possible to get a marriage annulled as if it never happened but divorce is not allowed. Catholics can separate, but are still married in the eyes of the church.
Church of England:
The Church of England doesn’t like divorce, but does recognise that in the case of adultery it can be acceptable, because Jesus accepted it in the Gospel of Matthew.

What do Christians believe about sexual relationships?
[image: http://t0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:dZCYf8DbH_szzM:http://163.20.160.12/~t113/web/61202/61214/letter_E.gif]Four key things you need to remember: EWOK
[image: http://t0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:Voa4c5w2dOQHJM:http://acresweekend.com/images/LET-W.jpg]EXPRESSION OF LOVE: The central purpose for sex is to express love to your partner. It is not something to be embarrassed about, but something to be enjoyed and celebrated.
WEDDED BLISS: Sex should properly be enjoyed inside a marriage. This is because sex is a sign of the deep commitment shown in marriage.
[image: http://t0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:iJUsvDqz60R03M:http://www.objects-of-design.com/UploadImages/ProductImages/LargeImages/Letter-K-260.jpg][image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:vQYapg9L6L5BVM:http://www.logosoftwear.com/embroideryclipart/Greek%2520Puff%2520Letter%2520O.En-go.jpg]ONE PARTNER: Because sex is a sign of commitment sex should only ever be with one partner. The Bible talks about a man and a woman becoming “one flesh” in marriage.
KIDS: As well as a source of pleasure, many Christians (particularly Roman Catholics) believe that sex should also be about having children.

Most Conservative Christians would stick to EWOK. However, some more Liberal Christians are more relaxed. They would still say that sex must be an expression of love, but might accept that a couple may wish to express this love before marriage. If so, as long as the couple are committed then it is OK. Both Liberals and Conservatives reject sleeping around.
What do Christians believe about contraception?

This is another one in which there is a big divide between Roman Catholics and other Christians.
[image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:AaL5cB0qPAnY8M:http://www.skidmarkscooters.com/images/NO%2520Skidmark/NO-condoms.gif]Roman Catholics are officially against all forms of artificial contraception. This is because one purpose of sex is to have children, and contraception takes away this possibility – it is God’s decision who has children, not ours. They encourage the use of natural contraception, eg. The rhythm method, which means only having sex at a time of the month the woman is unlikely to become pregnant.
The Catholic position has been criticised because in Africa (where there are many Catholics) the restriction on wearing condoms has been blamed for the spread of AIDS.

Other Christians (like the Church of England) accept that sex is about more than just having children and so a couple might want to restrict the number of children they have for personal and financial reasons. They therefore allow the use of contraception in order to help a couple plan for pregnancies to ensure all children and wanted, loved and provided for. This does not include the morning after pill.
Past Paper Questions:
Last Year:

(a) What is meant by ‘marriage’? [1] 
(b) How might Christians prepare for a wedding? [2] 
(c) Name three key elements which might form part of a Christian wedding. [3] 
(d) How may a Christian marriage ceremony reflect belief? [6] 
(e) ‘Divorce is wrong.’ 
Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer. 
[12] 

Maybe this year?

(a) What is meant by ‘divorce’? [1] 
(b) Name two elements of a Christian wedding [2] 
(c) What might a Christian think about contraception? [3] 
(d) What are Christian attitudes to women? [6] 
(e) ‘Sex should only happen within marriage.’ 
Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer. 
[12] 



Glossary: Use this to look up key words.
Adultery: A married person having a sexual relationship with someone to whom they are not married.
Annulment: The recognition that a marriage is not valid because it was forced or one partner did not understand etc. The marriage is then treated as if it never happened.
Civil partnership: The legal ceremony recognising the relationship of a same-sex couple.
Contraception: Ways of avoiding pregnancy (eg, condoms, the pill)
Divorce: The legal ending of a marriage
Marriage: The legal union of a man and a woman
Monogamy: Having only one wife/husband
Polygamy: Having more than one wife/husband
Pre-marital sex: Having sex with someone before being married to that person.
Promiscuity: Having multiple sexual partners without commitment
Re-marriage: Becoming married again after a divorce.
Sacrament: An outward sign of an inward, spiritual change
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