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Manor Community College
GCSE Philosophy and Ethics Revision Guide:
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This revision guide takes you through some of the key questions to do with the topic, as well as providing some key information. Each key question comes with key words (see glossary at the back), and references to the textbooks to tell you where to find out more.

What are good and evil?

It’s actually quite hard to define what good is because people don’t really agree. One thing you need to know is that Christians believe that God is the ultimate good.

Evil is sometimes considered to be the absence of good, or it could be the opposite of what God stands for. It is basically bad stuff that happens. Make sure you learn the difference between natural and moral evil (see glossary).
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Ways to explain the Problem of Evil
The Free Will Theodicy
In order to be meaningful people, we need to have free will. No-one wants to believe that people are robots doing as they are programmed!
If we have free will then we need to be free to make bad decisions as well as good. Just because God is “all-powerful” doesn’t mean he forces people to do things against their will.
If God is going to allow people to be free he must be willing to allow suffering as will. That doesn’t mean God doesn’t love people, or can’t do anything, just that God accepts that free will is more important. Note this cannot explain natural evil.

The “bigger picture” theodicy
If God does exist then he’s much bigger than humans can understand.
Imagine a young child taken to a doctor by her mother. The mother sees it as doing what is necessary to make the child healthy and happy. However, the child probably sees it as something mean and painful, with all the needles and stuff.
We’re a bit like the child. Just because we don’t understand why suffering happens doesn’t mean that isn’t happening for a good reason. God is a bit like the mother who knows that the suffering of her child is for a good reason.

The “absence of good” theodicy
“Without evil there can be no good, so it must be good to be evil sometimes.”
Evil and suffering are necessary parts of being a human. There can be no “good” if there isn’t any evil, so in order to enjoy life fully suffering is a “necessary evil”.

The “evil is character building” theodicy
Without evil and suffering there would never be a need to be brave, generous or kind. In order to develop good aspects of human personalities we need suffering.
We can’t be the best people we can be without having to respond to evil and suffering.

What you need to know about the Devil

The Devil, Satan, Lucifer. He appears quite a lot in the Bible, from the Garden of Eden (in which many believes he appears in the form of the serpent) to the story of Job (in which the Devil has God’s permission to test Job by taking away all of the good things he has) to Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness (in which the Devil tempts Jesus to abuse his power for his own benefit).
Many Christians these days don’t believe in a literal devil. It is more a symbolic way of explaining the feeling of being pulled in different directions and finding yourself doing things you know are wrong. Also if the Devil literally did exist as a force for evil it would be easy for people to take no responsibility for their bad actions and blame the Devil instead.
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How do Christians cope with suffering?

You can remember how Christians cope with suffering through the acronym DITS:
Dependence: When Christians suffer they learn dependence on God.
Identification: Jesus suffered terribly. By suffering, many Christians feel they come closer to Jesus.
Trust: Suffering encourages Christians to trust in God even when they feel abandoned
Sharing: Because Jesus suffered, Christians are comforted that God knows what suffering is like and understands how we feel.
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How can Christians tell right from wrong?
If a Christians doesn’t know what to do in a situation he can turn to the 6 Cs:
1. Christ – The ultimate example of how to act. A Christian might look in the Bible to find out what Jesus would have done.
2. Cleric – Another word for priest. A Christian could go to a wise priest they know to get advice.
3. Commandments – The ten commandments form the basis for all Christian rules.
4. Conscience – The still, small voice inside that makes us feel guilty or ashamed of things. Some say this is the voice of God tell us right and wrong.
5. Community – In the Christian community there might be many people who can offer support or guidance, or have been through the same things.
6. Classics – Throughout history there have been famous Christians who have lived good lives (eg. Martin Luther King, the saints, the Pope). A Christian might find out how they acted.
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Key ideas in Christian thought

Monotheism: There is only one God who is the source of all good and is interested in how people behave.
Forgiveness: The parable of the Prodigal Son teaches that forgiveness is more important than revenge.
Loving of neighbour: The parable of the Good Samaritan teaches that Christians should love everyone, even those regarded as enemies.
The Poor are Blessed: Many Christians regard the poor and weak as closer to God.
 (
Use this space to make any notes...
)



Glossary: Use this to look up key words.

Conscience: The inner sense of what is right and wrong.
Devil: According to some Christians, the person who lives in hell and is responsible for all the evil in the world. Also known as Lucifer, Satan or the Prince of Darkness.
Evil: The absence of good, something that causes negative effects
Fall (The): The belief that when Eve ate the forbidden fruit in the Garden of Eden human beings “fell” from perfection and have done evil things ever since.
Free will: The idea that human beings have the ability to choose their own actions, to make their own destiny.	
Good: Something that causes positive effects.
Natural Evil: Evil caused by nature (eg. Tornados, earthquakes)
Moral Evil: Evil caused by human beings (eg. Murder, rape)
Problem of Evil: The problem for believing in God caused by the existence of evil in the world.
Theodicy: A way of explaining the problem of evil.
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IS GOD WILLING TO PREVENT EVIL,
BUT NOT ABLE?

THEN HE IS NOT OMNIPOTENT.

IS HE ABLE, BUT NOT WILLING?
THEN HE IS MALEVOLENT.

IS HE BOTH ABLE AND WILLING?
THEN WHENCE COMETH EVIL?

IS HE NEITHER ABLE NOR WILLING?
THEN WHY CALL HIM GOD?

THE PROBLEM OF EVIL * EPIKOUROS 341 - 270 BC




