GCSE Philosophy and Ethics Assignment: Poverty and Wealth
LO: To write a travel diary explaining the issue of poverty and Christian responses to it
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Purpose

We’ve been looking at poverty recently and now it’s time to do an assignment. The real point of this work is to look at how Christian beliefs affect the way a Christian might act.

Task:
Your job is to imagine that you are a Christian going out to work with a charity in Africa. What you need to produce is a diary of your time in Africa using Word which will include (at minimum) information about:

· The poverty you saw

· Why poverty was so difficult to escape

· What Christian beliefs about poverty are

Try to have a couple of different entries detailing your experiences over several days. This should show the development of your understanding – there will be an example outline later in this pack.

Level Guidance:

This page explains the different levels available. Read through it to give you an idea of what you need to do to get each level. The levels are like steps. Each one builds on the one before…
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E Grade: Descriptive work
This will be a very simple piece of work. It will have lots of “facts” about poverty and Christian beliefs but not much explanation.

C Grade: Explanation
Here you will start to explain what some of the facts mean. Rather than just describing the poverty you see you will explain why poverty is so hard to escape from. Rather than just describing what the Bible says you will explain what it means!
A Grade: Analysis and evaluation
The key question here is “how do beliefs affect actions?” An A grade answer will start to analyse this question. Once you have explained the facts (C grade work) you need to start thinking about how and why this might affect action. The focus here will be more on the Christian teachings you are looking at. For example, some teachings might highlight God’s concern for the poor; an A grade answer will look at how this idea might mean that a Christian will want to do something about poverty! Your evaluation will start to tie these together, comparing the different aspects. Do all the different ideas mean the same thing? Are any more important? Might God’s concern for the poor affect action in a different way to the blessings God promises those who serve the poor? If so, how?
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Sample outline for the diary:
This outline is just for guidance. Each day has a description of things to include and the levels that the day might hit.
Day 1: [All grades]
You have just arrived in Africa. Where do you go? What do you see? Describe the poverty around you. How are people living? What is it like to like in poverty? Imagine the people you might meet...
Day 2: [C Grade]

Imagine that you start talking to people in the country. You start talking to them and find out why poverty is so hard to escape from for them.
Day 3: [All grades]

Thinking about how religious beliefs might affect the work being done. Give some examples of Bible verses that might show such beliefs. For higher grades you need to explain what the Bible verses might mean for a Christian.

Day 4: [Grade C+]

Go into more depth about the Christian teachings on poverty. Look at plenty of examples and start to explain what they mean. For an A you might want to look at a “theme” (eg. God’s identification with the poor – see information in pack). You could imagine that you meet someone who asks you what you believe about God’s blessings on those who serve the poor.
Days 5 and 6: [Grade A]

Choose two more “themes” and explain how the beliefs involved might affect a Christian’s actions. This is your analysis. As this is a diary you could include examples of things you have done for poor people during the day to demonstrate your theme. If you have time you can add extra days to look at more themes.

Day 7: [Grade A]

On your final day you need to evaluate your ideas. This is a bit like a conclusion – what do the themes you’ve looked at tell you about the way a Christian’s beliefs about poverty may affect their actions?

Information to use:
This section includes information on Christian beliefs about poverty. It is split into “themes” for people going for an A grade.

Each “theme” has a title, a short description and a selection of Bible verses that say something about the theme.

Theme 1: Biblical attitudes for believers towards the poor

This is all about the way Christians ought to think about the poor. People should give cheerfully, give to people who cannot repay, give to enemies as well as friends, and do it without showing off to others.

Bible verses: Proverbs 29:7, 1 John 3:17, Luke 6:33ff, 2 Corinthians 9:7, Matthew 6:2-4, Matthew 6:24, 1 Timothy 6:10, Leviticus 19:15, Acts 2:44, Acts 4:32-35
Theme 2: Consequences of not serving the poor

Christians are taught that not only is serving the poor a good thing, but also that if they don’t then there will be consequences. These verses tell Christians about what might happen if they do not help the poor.

Bible verses: Ezekiel 16:49ff, Isaiah 10:1-3, Luke 1:52ff, Ezekiel 22:29,31, Jeremiah 5:28f, James 5:1-6, Luke 6:24, Luke 16:19-25

Theme 3: God’s commands concerning the poor

God doesn’t just ask Christians nicely to serve the poor. He commands it. What does this mean? Why will this affect Christian actions?

Bible verses: Deuteronomy 15:7, Deuteronomy 26:12, Leviticus 19:19ff, Proverbs 31:8ff, Isaiah 58:66ff, Jeremiah 22:3, Luke 12:33, Luke 3:11, Matthew 5:42
Theme 4: God’s concern for the poor

The Bible doesn’t talk about the poor so much for no reason. The reason God says so many things about the poor is that he cares about them. If God cares about the poor then so should Christians!

Bible verses: Deuteronomy. 26:5-9, Luke 4:16-21, Psalm 140:12, Isaiah 25:4, Psalm 10:14, Isaiah 41:17, Luke 6:20-21, James 2:5
Theme 5: Blessings on those who serve the poor

It’s not only punishment for those who don’t serve the poor; there are also blessings for those who do. Why would these make any difference to a Christian’s actions on poverty?

Bible verses: Proverbs 22:9, Jeremiah 22:16, Deuteronomy 15:10, Proverbs 19:17, Jeremiah 7:5-7, Isaiah 58:10, Luke 14:12-14, Luke 12:44, Matthew 19:20ff
Theme 6: God’s identification with the poor

Why does God care about the poor? Christians believe that God himself became a poor person when he came to earth as Jesus. God cares about the poor because he identifies with them. He knows what it’s like!

Bible verses: 2 Corinthians 8:9, Proverbs 19:17, Proverbs 14:31, Matthew 25:31-46, Philippians 2:5-7

And finally… some resources:

Use the blog: www.mdbigg.me.uk/manor/11
There is plenty of extra information which may help you understand what you need to do.
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Good luck! Think about your presentation, think about how you’ll make it interesting to look at and read, think about how you’ll get all the information across. 
