Trade Restrictions - Christian Responses

· Most Christians think that trade restrictions are unfair.
· They would say that the hunger caused by these systems is a result of the greed of the MEDCs at the expense of LEDCs.
· Matthew 25:31-46 is called the “Parable of the Sheep and the Goats”, and it compares how different people treat the poor. It says that doing a kind thing for a poor person is like doing a kind thing for Jesus.
· Some Christians protest against trade restrictions.


Interest Rates: Christian responses

· Christians often have big problems with people who take advantage of the poor by lending money at high interest.
· Many think that it amounts to robbery.
· Ezekiel 18:8-9 says that a righteous man does not lend money at high interest.
· In recent years many Christians backed a large campaign called “Make Poverty History” which aims to get the governments who have lent money to other countries to drop their debt.
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Factories in LEDCs: Christian responses

· Many Christians object to setting up “sweatshops” in LEDCs because it is taking advantage of the poor.
· As a result lots of the boycott (refuse to buy) goods from certain shops (particularly clothes) because they know they have come from these factories.
· Lots of Christians support the Fair Trade movement because they know that the people working to produce these things have been given a fair wage.
· Fair Trade goods now include tea, coffee, sugar, clothes, chocolate, bananas and more!
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Natural Disasters: Christian responses

· Many Christians feel that natural disasters are partly caused by the greed of MEDCs.
· For example, an MEDC may chop down a large forest to make tables which will both contribute to global warming and possibly cause flooding later on.
· Because they recognise that natural disasters hit the poor hardest many Christians either give to charities working in LEDCs or work for them.
· They believe that this is a way of showing God’s love to the people who need it most.
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Disease: Christian responses

· Many Christians object to drugs companies charging such high prices to LEDCs and campaign for them to reduce the charges.
· Some Christians try to do something to help. In 1978 some Christians brought an old ship and turned it into a hospital boat.
· These “Mercy Ships” sail the world and provide medical treatment for those who need it but cannot afford it.
· Some Christians used to believe that disease was the result of sin (disobeying God), but now most Christians do not agree and think that by helping the sick they are showing God’s love to the poor.

[image: http://www.welchweb.org/images/MercyShips.jpg]

image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg
Guarantees
a better deal
for Third World

FAIRTRADE | Producers





image3.jpeg




image4.png
y

Mercy
Ships

Bringing Hope and Healing...





