Christian attitudes to euthanasia

The Roman Catholic View
· Catholics are totally against euthanasia.
· They regard life as a valuable gift from God:
· 'Intentionally causing one's own death, or suicide, is therefore equally as wrong as murder; such an action on the part of a person is to be considered as a rejection of God's sovereignty and loving plan.‘ 
· Also, suffering can help people to come close to God, by sharing in Jesus’ suffering on the cross.
· Catholics believe that people should die a “natural death”, but what does this mean?

The Anglican View
· The Church of England is also anti-euthanasia
· This is more because they are worried about vulnerable people being abused.
· They, like many Christians, support the Hospice Movement, which attempts to care for dying people and make it is as painless as possible 
· This is called “palliative care”.

The Quaker View
· The Quakers have no set view on euthanasia.
· Many are against it, like other Christians.
· However, some believe that we should think about “agape”, which means love.
· For them, the most important question is: “What is the most loving thing to do?” 

