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Martin Luther King – Project

Your job is to produce a project on Martin Luther King and the Civil Rights movement. The way you present the project is up to you. It could be a:
· Booklet

· PowerPoint Presentation

· Poster

· Essay
But however you present the information your project must include:

1. What was it like living as a black person in the USA during the first half of the 20th century?

2. Who was Martin Luther King and how did he respond to this situation?

3. What does Christianity say about racism and discrimination?

4. MLK was a Christian – how did his faith influence him in his battle against racism?

5. What do you admire about Martin and why?

Feel free to include pictures and information from wherever you like in the project but remember that copying and pasting does not show what you understand. You will be assessed on your presentation, effort and understanding and not your ability to copy!

Here are some Bible verses that might help when considering MLK’s religious influences:

· Matthew 5:42-44

· Mark 12:33

· Romans 13:9

· Galatians 3:26-28

· Genesis 1:27

You can look up all of these on the internet, just copy them into Google. There are plenty more examples if you search.
Good luck! This is due on Thursday 19th March (2 weeks).
MLK Project: Tips on how to do well

This is your opportunity to show me how much you know and how well you have understood it. Note that in RE understanding is often more important than the facts that you have found. Depending on the level you are aiming for you’ll need to:

Level 5: Explain. You’ll have found out lots of facts about MLK, but you need to explain why they are relevant to your project. For example, you may highlight the different water fountains for coloured people as evidence of what life was like for coloured people. What you need to do is explain why these water fountains affected coloured people. How did it make them feel? What did it say about the way white people saw them?

Level 6: Analyse. There are five questions to be thought about in your project. To do good analysis you need to highlight themes that occur throughout. Examples of themes might be:

· Justice/injustice

· Freedom/slavery

· Love/hatred

· Violence/non-violence
For example, the theme of injustice appears in all five questions. There was injustice in the way black people were treated, MLK had a strong sense of this injustice (perhaps from his father), Christianity teaches that God love justice and hates injustice, Martin may have picked up on the Christian idea about battling injustice, and one might admire his sense of battling injustice. This is only very brief, to do it properly you need to explain what you are saying (as in Level 5). For good analysis pick two or three themes and try to talk about them when thinking about each question.

Level 7: Evaluation. The main question in the project is about how MLK’s religious belief influenced him. To evaluate this you need to explain why you think his religious belief did or did not influence him. Some people say that his religious belief wasn’t that important, and his battle was more about making life better for himself, his family and his friends than a battle over religious ideas. Do you agree? If so, why? If not, why not? Using your level 6 analysis you can make an argument. For example, using the theme of freedom, you might find that while MLK thinks it very important, Christianity does not agree. If so, this might suggest that the religious side of the story is not so important for MLK.
