	The life and work of Desmond Tutu 

Desmond Mpilo Tutu was born on 7th of October 1931 in Klerksdorf, a gold-mining town 120 miles to the west of Johannesburg. He moved with his family to Johannesburg at the age of twelve and earned money selling peanuts at bus stops and caddying at golf clubs.
Desmond Tutu wanted to become a doctor but his family did not have the means for him to realize his dream and so he followed his father's footsteps and became a teacher. Hardly had he begun his career as teacher than the South African government introduced laws aimed at providing black pupils a poorer education than their white counterparts.


[image: image2.jpg]



Tutu wanted his pupils to become free and independent adults who could think and make decisions on their own, yet now he was expected to intentionally limit their knowledge. This he found impossible to go along with and decided to become a priest.
	Bishop Tutu spoke in the name of all of South Africa's churches against the apartheid system, which discriminated against races and violated human rights. Apartheid was introduced into South Africa by the National Party in 1948 in order to ensure that the minority made up of 4.5 million whites could rule over 23 million blacks.
	


Black South Africans received an inferior education, were deported to the Homelands, were not permitted free movement and could be imprisoned without a trial. They were also required to carry a special passport with them at all times in which almost all their details were listed.
Desmond Tutu received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1984 for his leadership in the fight to free the suppressed black majority in South Africa. In his acceptance speech he appealed for peace, love and brotherhood between all the world's peoples and not only the people of South Africa. He remains true to this belief today.
	
	In 1986 he was consecrated to archbishop, the highest post in the Anglican Church. But the greatest moment for Tutu and, indeed, many others has to be the abolition of apartheid at the beginning of 1990 and the country's first general election in 1994, which elected his close friend, Nelson Mandela, South Africa's first black president. Indeed, it was Nelson Mandela who appealed to Tutu to become chairman of Truth and Reconciliation Commission. The Commission had been set up to deal with South Africa's dark past. The thinking behind the Commission was that there could be no future without forgiveness.


The Truth Commission was tasked with collecting proof of human-rights violations during South Africa's apartheid period between 1960 and 1994 and forgiving those who came forward and admitted their involvement in the horrors. Tutu is still committed to equal rights for all peoples across the world and has been able to bring his influence to bear in many of the world's conflicts.
Desmond Tutu's impact in the fight against apartheid
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The system of apartheid in South Africa became synonymous worldwide for injustice and human-rights violations. South Africa's white minority had been promoting segregated political, social and economic development since 1948. The aim of the government's policy was to secure supremacy for the white minority and suppress South Africa's non-white majority. By the beginning of the 1990s and following four decades of apartheid, national and international pressure upon South Africa's government had become so strong that the apartheid system was abolished. Desmond Tutu played a major role in the process towards the defeat of apartheid.

Rev. Desmond Tutu began drawing attention to the situation in South Africa at the beginning of the 70s. At conferences, in his sermons, on his visits abroad and in articles, Tutu seized every opportunity to point out how evil, unmoral, diabolical and inconsistent apartheid ideology was with the gospel of Jesus Christ. On becoming the Dean of Johannesburg in 1975, he wrote a desperate letter to then prime minister Vorster to draw his attention to the tense and highly explosive situation in South Africa. His letter was disregarded and the situation in South Africa deteriorated with every day that passed.
Tutu was quick to recognize the unwillingness of the white government to negotiate and believed that only international pressure would bring about an end to the apartheid system. His appointment to General Secretary of the South African Church Council, which represented almost all of the country's churches, opened the window to the world and gave him the necessary political clout. Drawing on the support of bishops from other churches, he was able to call for civil disobedience among South Africa's population and ask for international economic sanctions against South Africa. He was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1984 placing South Africa firmly in the world's spotlight and giving Tutu yet more clout and room for manoeuvre.
By the mid eighties the situation in South Africa had took on characteristics similar to civil war. The government's response was to introduce a state of martial law and to ban all anti-apartheid organizations, but apartheid's days were now numbered. Thanks to Tutu's tireless efforts, international pressure on South Africa in the form of sanctions and boycotts had become irresistible - the way from apartheid to a democratic South Africa was being paved.
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Desmond Tutu’s theology
What was it about Tutu's personality that captivated and fascinated people - black and white - that made him respected and listened to across the world and which eventually led to success? What was the difference between Tutu and the other black leaders and what made him a shining example? Surely one of the key factors was Tutu's "blindness to color and race".
Desmond Tutu had concerned himself with "black theology" during the 60s as a priest. This theology states that God came to the earth as a man and not as an animal or other creature. Therefore, man is made in the image of God, regardless of color and race. This theology has two implications: Firstly, it can be regarded as a theology for freedom providing the theological foundation for the fight against apartheid and, secondly, it states that all people of all colour and race are equal. Tutu was always at pains to point out that the fight against apartheid was not exclusively a black one, but also a fight for whites. He believed that conciliation was only possible between equals. A white man could not be free for as long as the black man was not free, since he is forced to live in fear of blacks. Therefore, one of the main conditions for peace and democracy in South Africa was to establish equality and dignity for the black man.
It was this more moderate stance towards the white population that set him apart from the often more radical black leaders. More moderate in his tone, he also spoke the language of the white population. This enabled him to attract white as well as black followers for his vision of a rainbow South Africa in which all people could live in peace. This also made him an accepted and credible figure among South Africa's white population and internationally. He was one of the few blacks in a position to .
Tutu's love of all people regardless of colour has its roots in his childhood. At the age of fourteen he became ill with tuberculosis and was visited in hospital daily over a two-year period by a white priest named Trevor Huddleston. Long periods of residence in England, where he was treated as a person and not as a black were also key in forming his character and giving him hope that a "rainbow nation" could be achieved in South Africa.
