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Trevor Huddlestone

Born in Bedford, England, he was educated at Lancing College, Christ Church, Oxford and at Wells Theological College. He joined the Anglican religious order, the Community of the Resurrection (CR) in 1939.

In 1943, he went to the CR mission station at Rosettenville, Sophiatown (Johannesburg, South Africa). He was sent there to build on the work of Raymond Raines CR, whose monumental efforts there had proved to be so demanding that the Community summoned him back to Mirfield in order to recuperate. Raines was deeply concerned about who should be appointed to succeed him. He met Huddleston (at that stage still a novice in the Community) who had been appointed to nurse him while he was in the infirmary. As a result of that meeting, much to Huddleston's surprise, Raines was convinced that he had found his successor.

Over the course of the next 13 years in Sophiatown, Huddleston developed into a much-loved priest and respected anti-Apartheid activist, earning him the nickname Makhalipile ("dauntless one"). He fought tirelessly against the vicious Apartheid laws. In 1955, the ANC gave him the rare honour of bestowing on him the title "Isitwalandwe", at the famous Freedom Congress in Kliptown.

"If you could say that anybody single-handedly made apartheid a world issue then that person was Trevor Huddleston" - Archbishop Desmond Tutu.
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Trevor Huddlestone’s work outside South Africa

Archbishop Huddleston has been at the forefront of the Anti-Apartheid Movement in Britain and internationally, especially since his return from to Britain.

Highlights include: 

· the mass protest against the visit of P W Botha to Britain in June 1984. On the eve of this meeting, Archbishop Huddleston led an AAM delegation to meet Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher to protest at the visit; 

· the 120,000 strong demonstration in London in November 1985 to protest at Britain's anti-sanctions stance at the Nassau Commonwealth Summit, which was also addressed by Oliver Tambo and Reverend Jesse Jackson; 

· the Artists Against Apartheid and AAM march and festival on 28 June 1986 attended by 1/4 million and addressed by Trevor Huddleston and Thabo Mbeki in which many top rock stars performed. This took place the day following the European Community Summit in The Hague at which the British Prime Minister, Mrs Thatcher, again blocked EC sanctions; 

· the "Nelson Mandela Freedom at 70" campaign in 1988 which was initiated by Archbishop Huddleston and included the Wembley Concert which was broadcast to an audience of one billion worldwide; 

· the "Nelson Mandela Freedom March" from Glasgow to London; and a rally in Hyde Park of 200,000 plus, on the eve of Nelson Mandela's 70th birthday, which Archbishops Tutu and Huddleston addressed. 

In addition to these "high profile" activities, Archbishop Huddleston has lead delegations to meet successive foreign Secretaries and other government ministers on a range of issues relating to Southern Africa. 

He also participated in numerous local events including the renaming of gardens, streets, etc., in honour of leading figures in the liberation struggle. 

Above all, he has addressed hundreds if not thousands of meetings throughout the length of Britain, including schools, church groups, trade union meetings etc. where he has taken the message to the people of Britain. 
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Archbishop Trevor Huddleston, the Anglican monk who led the British campaign to end apartheid in South Africa, died Monday at age 84. 

Huddleston, who lived in Africa for much of his life, died at the Community of the Resurrection in Mirfield, northern England, headquarters of the religious order he joined in the 1930s and where he lived after retirement, his assistant Jill Thompson said: "He had been feeling somewhat ill for the past couple of days and he died of old age. It was very peaceful," she said. 

South African Archbishop Desmond Tutu, a friend for more than 50 years, said Huddleston "made sure that apartheid got on to the world agenda and stayed there." 

"If you could say that anybody single-handedly made apartheid a world issue then that person was Trevor Huddleston," said Tutu. 

"He laughed like an African, his whole body was involved, not just with his teeth," Tutu added in a BBC radio interview. 

Tutu was 8 when he first met Huddleston in a Johannesburg hostel for the blind where his mother worked. He once wrote he remembered his amazement when the tall cleric in flowing cassock doffed his black hat to Mrs. Tutu - a courtesy rarely extended to blacks by whites. 

"We just want to thank God," Tutu wrote, "for this wonderful person who made us blacks realise that not all whites were the same." 

South Africa's President Nelson Mandela said Monday that Huddleston "forsook all that apartheid South Africa offered the privileged (white) minority. And he did so at great risk to his personal safety and well-being." 

Huddleston helped found Britain's Anti-Apartheid Movement in 1959 and led its campaigns for sanctions against the white-led government. 

