The relationship between science and religion:

The independence model

Many people hold that religion and science are two completely different fields of study. Just as you wouldn’t say that English is right and Maths is wrong it is silly to argue that science is right and religion is wrong. Such people say that science asks quite different kinds of questions to religion and they can both ask these questions without coming into conflict with each other.

Scientists who hold this model would acknowledge that they ask questions about the natural laws of the universe. They can ask about how gravity works or how species develop. However, they accept that some questions are beyond the boundaries of science, such as “Why does the universe exist?” and “What is the meaning of life?”. This they are happy to leave to religion and philosophy.

Christians who accept this version of events think similar things to scientists. When they read the creation stories in the Bible they accept that it is not a science book and so don’t think it right to ask scientific questions of it. They say that the Bible tells them about the relationship between human beings and God, not about how the planets came to be formed.

While both sides accept that the other is real and good, people working on this model don’t think that science and religion have much to say to each other. A scientist won’t learn much about science by talking to a religious person, nor will a religious person learn about religion in a science class.
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Using the text over the page and the bullet point try and think of the positives
and negatives of this model of the relationship between science and religion.
Does it make sense of both science and religion? Is it easy to understand?
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