What were the most important reasons for punishing the killers of Jamie Bulger?

Possible outline:
1. Introduction
a. What the essay is about

b. Background to the case / key facts

c. Basic outline of the essay

d. Hint at conclusion?

2. Different aims of punishment – explain what each one is
a. Retribution

b. Rehab/reform

c. Restoration

d. Protection

e. Deterrence

f. Vindication

3. Different perspectives – What might different people think should have been the aims of punishment?
a. Parents of JB

b. Parents of killers

c. Killers themselves

d. Police

e. General public

f. Journalists

4. Analysis – strengths and weaknesses of different aims of punishment. What are the advantages and disadvantages of each one?
5. Conclusion – what were the most important aims of punishment and why?
Level Guidance

Level 6: Analysis – For this section 4 will be the most important. What are the strengths and weaknesses of different views? Why might people see it from different perspectives?

Level 7: Evaluation – Given all the different perspectives a Level 7 piece of work will need you to come to a conclusion about the question. Whose perspectives are most persuasive? What were the most important reasons for punishing the killers of Jamie Bulger?

Level 8: Once you’ve done level 7 think a bit wider. What are the most important purposes of punishment in general? Why? Do different crimes warrant different aims of punishment? Why?

Good luck: remember to link everything you say back to the question!
