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Jean Charles de Menezes (7 January 1978 – 22 July 2005) was a Brazilian national living in the Tulse Hill area of south London.  De Menezes was shot dead at Stockwell tube station on the London Underground by unnamed Metropolitan Police officers.  Initially witnesses incorrectly claimed that he was wearing bulky clothing and that he had vaulted the ticket barriers running from police.  A police spokesman said on the day that, "his clothing and behaviour added to their suspicions," and that he ran onto the train after police had issued warnings.
It soon became clear that de Menezes did not vault and run from the police, but police did not alter their statement until the correct information was leaked to the press.  They later issued an apology, saying that they had mistaken him for a suspect in the previous day's failed London bombings and acknowledging that de Menezes in fact had no explosives and was unconnected with the attempted bombings.

The officers involved in killing de Menezes have not been charged; the jury at the corporate trial of the Metropolitan Police for violations of health and safety law attached a rare rider to their verdict that they attached "no personal culpability" to Deputy Assistant Commissioner Cressida Dick, the officer in charge of the operation that day.

1. What happened the day before the shooting?

2. Why did the police change their statement about the incident?

3. Is it ever right for the police to carry guns?
4. Was it right for the police to shoot Jean Charles de Menezes?
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Anthony Edward Martin (born 1944) is a farmer from Norfolk, England.  He is most notable for being convicted of the murder of Fred Barras, a 16-year-old burglar whom he caught in his house and shot as he fled the scene.  He was sentenced to life in prison, but on appeal this conviction was reduced to manslaughter on grounds of diminished responsibility, as the Courts accepted that Martin suffers from paranoid personality disorder.  His sentence was reduced to five years, of which he had to serve three.
Martin is a cause célèbre for some as a result of his shooting two burglars who were burgling his home.  Tony Martin's case attracted considerable media interest and polarised opinion in the UK to a greater degree than usual.  To some he is seen as a trigger-happy and unstable xenophobe, who willfully killed a fleeing boy using an illegally held shotgun.  To others, he is a wronged man and an example of how the British legal system punishes victims and rewards criminals.

In 1999, at the time of the event that was to make him famous, Martin was living in an isolated farmhouse in Emneth Hungate, Norfolk, nick-named "Bleak House". He claimed to have been burgled several times, losing £6,000 worth of furniture. Martin also complained about police inaction over the burglaries. Police sources, however, have expressed doubts that all the incidents took place.
1. Where did Tony Martin live?

2. What led to the shooting?

3. Is it ever right for a person to keep a gun in their home?

4. Was Tony Martin right to shoot the burglar?
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Dorothy Mae Stang (July 7, 1931–February 12, 2005) was an American-born, Brazilian sister of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur order.  Stang was outspoken in her efforts on behalf of the poor and the environment, and had previously received death threats from loggers and land owners.

One of two men accused of her murder said he shot her in self-defence, contradicting earlier statements he made to police.  Rayfran Sales said he thought Dorothy Stang was pulling a gun from her bag, when she instead reached for a Bible.

Mr Sales told a court in the northern Brazilian city of Belem that he shot Sister Dorothy because he feared she had a gun in her bag.  He told the court she reached into her bag with the words: "The weapon I have is this".  Instead of a gun, however, he said she produced a Bible.  Mr Sales' co-accused, Clodoaldo Batista, is said to have encouraged him. 

The court heard that in earlier testimony to the police, both men had spoken of an execution-type killing, in which Sister Dorothy was shot several times at close range as she read from a Bible.  Contradicting this in court, Mr Sales said he had acted impulsively in self-defence.
The campaigning nun was a thorn in the side of the region's most powerful political and economic interests, often denouncing illegal logging and forest clearance and multi-million dollar corruption by local politicians.  She pushed for land to be granted to landless peasants as an environmentally-friendly alternative to large-scale ranching and logging.
1. Who was Dorothy Stang?

2. Why had she received death threats?

3. Is it ever right to shoot someone in self defence?

4. Was it right to shoot Dorothy Stang?
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Iraq under Saddam Hussein had high levels of torture and mass murder.  His secret police, tortured, murdered, assassinated, used chemical weapons, and destroyed wetlands and food sources of rival groups.  The total number of deaths related to torture and murder during this period are unknown, as are the reports of human rights violations.  Amnesty International issued regular reports of widespread imprisonment and torture.

Saddam was hanged on December 30, 2006, despite his wish to be shot, which he felt would be more dignified.

The execution was videotaped on a mobile phone, showing Saddam being taunted before his hanging, and he and his captors insulting each other. The video was leaked to electronic media and posted on the Internet within hours, becoming the subject of global controversy.
1. What methods did Saddam Hussein use to maintain power in Iraq?
2. Why was it controversial to show his execution?

3. Is it ever right to use capital punishment (the death penalty)?

4. Was it right to hang Saddam Hussein?

