Humans were created as God’s stewards:

“Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it.  Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.”  Genesis 1:28

The earth belongs to God:

“The earth is the Lord’s, and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it.”  Psalm 24:1

God cares about animals:

“Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.”  Matthew 6:26

“Are not two sparrows sold for a penny?  Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from the will of your Father.”  Matthew 10:29

Church responses:

“We have the responsibility to create a balanced policy between consumption and conservation.  We must consider the welfare of future generations in our planning for and utilisation of the earth’s resources.”  Pope John Paul 2 1988

“The dignity of nature as creation needs to be bound up with our responsibility for the preservation of life.”  World Council of Churches.
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