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[image: image2.wmf]According to Christianity, God made all the animals before creating humans to whom he gave a special place in His world; God put humans in charge of creation.
‘Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature thaat moves on the ground.’  Genesis 1: 28.
God presented each of the animals He had created to Adam so that he could choose names for them.  This shows Christians that, from the beginning, people had control over the animals and had an important role in creation.
[image: image3.wmf]‘Now the Lord God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field and all the birds of the air.  He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that was it name.’  Genesis 2: 19-20 

[image: image4.wmf]However, this is not the only way in which Christians see humans as superior to other animals; people are different because, unlike animals, they have a special relationship with God.  When God made the animals, He made them just as the plants were made, but when Adam was created, he was special; humanity was made ‘in the image of God’.

‘So God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.’  Genesis 1:27
[image: image5.wmf][image: image6.wmf]In Genesis, people are seen to be a special creation, different from everything else in the world.  It is not clear exactly what it means to be made ‘in the image of God’; it might mean that people actually looked like God, or that humans share something of the nature of God.  God also gives Adam something extra during creation, which the animals do not have; this is symbolised as the ‘breath of God.’

‘The Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.’  Genesis 2:7
Christians believe that people, unlike animals, have a soul; something which does not die when the body dies, but can live on after death.  For this reason, people are different from other animals, in Christian belief.  Human lives are sacred, and they have special rights and duties, which other animals do not share.

Our ‘dominion’ over the animals comes with a responsibility to care for them as God’s ‘stewards’ on God’s planet.  We have a more important place on the planet than any other creature, but we are charged with responsibly ‘ruling’ the creatures and looking after God’s creation (we can do this because we share something of God’s nature).









