WHY DOES GOD ALLOW SUFFERING IN HIS CREATION?
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Idea 2

Idea 3
In what ways might the story of Job be a comfort?

In what ways might the story of Job be a worry?
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Suffering is caused by human behaviour.  


If God interfered every time people did something that would cause harm to themselves or to others then people would simply be God’s puppets.  God has shown people how to live – they then decide whether to follow God’s instructions and take the consequences of their actions.


(Key proponent – Irenaeus, lived in C2nd)











Problem:





The Bible contains many examples of humans suffering: natural disasters, slavery, wars, mass murders, and so on, and so the Bible wrestles with this very problem.


One whole book of the Old Testament is devoted to this problem.  Job (rhymes with globe) is a good man who suffers total disaster.  His children are killed, he loses all his property and he gets a painful and disfiguring skin disease.


The bulk of the book is made up of conversations between Job, his friends and God.  It offers three possible reasons for Job’s suffering…








Christians sometimes argue that that suffering teaches important lessons, and that we would not be good unless we were faced with difficulties.





Examples:





Problem:





Sometimes Christians say that evil and suffering are a mystery.  We do not know why there is evil in the world, or why people suffer; only God can understand this.  





However Christians do believe that God cares about people when they suffer.  Jesus came into the world and suffered a terrible death on the cross, so God does not ignore suffering, but shares our pain even as we suffer today.





Sometimes, Christians say that when they suffer they feel closer to God, because they recognise their dependence on him.





The cross is at the heart of the story of Jesus, but it doesn’t tell the whole tale.   The story goes on to tell how Jesus came back to life after 3 days and then after 40 days went to heaven to be with God.  





This gives an important message to Christians – even if this life is characterised by pain and suffering that will pale into insignificance in comparison to what they can look forward to beyond the grave.  


























