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Course content:

1. What does the Bible teach about equality?
2. How do Christians respond to racism?
3. What is the role of women in Christianity?
4. How do Christians view other religions and other denominations?
5. Is forgiveness and reconciliation always possible?
1 Biblical teaching about equality
Look at the Bible teachings on the following page and summarise their message in the right-hand column.
How might a Christian put these beliefs into action?
· Treat men and women equally
· Don’t pre-judge people

· Don’t be racist

· Accept others, regardless of their background

· Encourage good behaviour in others
· Have an open attitude towards others

	Bible Teaching
	Message

	“So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.”  Genesis 1:27
	People are equal regardless of their gender; they all share something of God’s nature.

	In the letter to the Galatians Paul told them:

“There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”  Galatians 3:28
	People are equal regardless of their race or gender.  Jesus loves all equally.

	“I realise how true it is that God does not show favouritism but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is right.”  Acts 10:34
	God doesn’t judge on where you come from, but how you behave.

	“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind and love your neighbour as you love yourself.”  Luke 10:27
	Behaviour is what counts, not any other differences between people.

	The parable of the Good Samaritan:

The parable tells the story of a Jew travelling from Jerusalem to Jericho when he was attacked and robbed.  A priest and a Levite, both well-respected members of Jewish society, saw him lying injured but did nothing to help him.  A passing Samaritan also saw the injured man and helped him to an inn, where he paid for the man to stay until he felt better.  Luke 10:27-37
	People should be judged on their own merits rather than on where they come from.


2 Christian attitudes towards racism
For centuries, Christianity was strongest amongst white, Western people, but today there are Christians of all different colours and nationalities spread across the whole world.  According to Christianity, people are made by God and in His image so, they should all be treated as equally important.  Racism is the belief that some people are better than others because of the colour of their skin or their ethnic origin and Christianity teaches that racism can never be right.  Teachings such as the parable of the Good Samaritan show Christians that people should treat each other as neighbours and look after them, even if they are strangers or from a different nationality.

BUT Christianity has not always taken a firm stance against racism.  Sometimes, people who call themselves Christians have been responsible for encouraging racist attitudes; for example some slave-owners or enthusiastic supporters of apartheid in South Africa within the Dutch Reform Church.  

There have been many Christians who have devoted their lives to the struggle against racism, because they believed that helping to get rid of racism is an important way of putting Christian beliefs into practice.

Martin Luther King Jnr 
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Lived in 1960’s America when black people and white people were often kept apart

· Black people were not allowed to use the same schools, areas in restaurants, or swimming pools as white people; they were not allowed to sit down on buses if a white person wanted the seat (Rosa Parks)
· Martin Luther King was black; his Christian beliefs led him to campaign against racism by leading non-violent protests against racist rules (sit ins and bus boycott)
· He was a powerful speaker, but was often threatened; his beliefs in the love and power of God encouraged him to continue his work: ‘Love the person; hate the evil deed’
· He was shot dead when he was 39, but it is now against the law in America to discriminate against people because of their race
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Trevor Huddlestone and Desmond Tutu

· Both campaigned in South Africa to stop apartheid
· Protests against apartheid were not allowed; people who tried to speak out against the government were dealt with severely
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Trevor Huddlestone (a white British priest working in South Africa) and Desmond Tutu (a Black South African priest, one of the few black people to receive a university education) both risked punishment because of their Christian beliefs on equality
· They helped publicise what was happening and encouraged the rest of the world to pressurise South Africa to changed its laws

[image: image2]
3 The role of women in Christian society
Christians have different attitudes to the roles of men and women within society and also within the Church; this is because there are a range of different Bible quotes regarding the differences between men and women and the way they should be treated.

Old Testament:
· Adam was created first; Eve was created to be Adam’s ‘helper’
· It was Eve who disobeyed God in the Garden of Eden
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Reflects society at the time: women were seen as men’s possessions; rape and adultery were crimes against their husband or father

· Women were seen as unclean when they had their period

New Testament
1) Jesus: 
· Considered women equal and deserving of respect

· He had a group of women followers (including Mary of Magdala); this was very unusual
· Appeared to women first after the resurrection

2) St Paul:

· Rather mixed messages

· Taught ‘there is neither male nor female for you are all one in Christ’ (Galatians 3:28)

· Also taught ‘wives be submissive to your husbands’ (Ephesians 5:22) and that women should be quiet in church (1 Corinthians 14:33-35)

Feminist Theology:

· Around since 19th century, but strong since 1970s

· Women should have exactly the same roles within the church as men

· Language used in the Bible is sexist as the original word for God has no gender

· Some have rewritten prayers / parts of the Bible in non-sexist language (e.g. ‘Our Father and Our Mother’)

Denominations’ views on the role of men and women:

Within Society…
	Evangelicals
	Church of England
	Roman Catholic

	Men and women are partners but each has different skills

Men should take certain roles (like physical roles…)
Women should support their husbands because 
Eve is Adam’s companion

‘It is not good for man to be alone; I shall make him a suitable helper.’

	Separate roles for men and women should be a thing of the past
Men and women should share opportunities and use their talents
‘There is neither male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus’
	Women should be involved in nearly every sphere of life, according to their nature
There are many Catholic women’s societies, promoting women’s life


Within the Church…
	Evangelicals
	Church of England
	Roman Catholic

	Opposed to women having an active role in the Church
Take the Bible as their authority and argue that it says women should not lead services
‘As in all Churches, women should keep quiet in meetings’
	Decided to ordain women priests in 1992, despite some opposition to the idea
Women cannot become Bishops
‘There is neither male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus’
	Allow women a role in Church, but not as priests:

Can

Read Bible (not gospels)

Lead prayers

Explain service

Collect money

Show people to their seats

Can’t

Read gospels

Listen to confession

Forgive sins
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4 Christian attitudes towards other religions: missionary work, evangelism, ecumenism
Christians have different views about non-Christian religions.  Some believe that Christianity alone holds the truth about God, and all other religions are false; others believe that everyone who is genuinely trying to follow God is doing the right thing, whichever religion they belong to.
Christians believe that when Adam and Eve disobeyed God in the Garden of Eden, they brought about a gap in the relationship between God and people; they believe that God came to Earth as a human (the incarnation) to suffer and die to remove the sins of the world.  Jesus built a bridge over the gap that Adam and Eve had made between people and God; this could be interpreted to mean that only Christians can have a full relationship with God as only they have recognised Jesus’ sacrifice.
	Christianity alone holds the truth
	Christianity is one way to God

	· Other religions should abandon their wrong ideas and convert to Christianity.

· Eternal life with God is only for Christians.

· There would be no point in the death and resurrection of Jesus if there were already lots of ways to reach God.

· In the past, Christians travelled to other countries as Missionaries to persuade people to become Christians.

· Today, some people still do this work, but it is not as popular as it was in the past.

· Christianity is an evangelical religion – it is important to share their beliefs and persuade others to become Christians.  From the earliest days, Christians have preached their beliefs in public places.  Today, some still distribute leaflets and visit people’s homes to encourage them to find out more about Christianity.

BIBLE PASSAGE:

“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life.  No-one comes to the Father except through me.’”  (John 14:6)
	· Everyone following God is doing the right thing, whichever religion they belong to.

· In a multi-faith society it is not fair to try to convert members of other faiths.  

· All faiths must have some good in them because of the good lives led by Muslims, Hindus, Sikhs, Jews, and Buddhists.

· Jesus did not try to convert the Jews.

· Members of different faiths should meet for discussions and worship so they can understand each other better.

· Religious beliefs often depend on where in the world you were born – a loving God would not reject someone just because they were born into a non-Christian religious tradition.

BIBLE PASSAGE:

“In my Father’s house there are many rooms.”  (John 14:2)


Religions working together:

Council of Christians and Jews:

This has existed since the Second World War to promote better understanding between these two religions and to prevent religious and racial bitterness.

The Inter-faith Network for the United Kingdom:

Represents Buddhists, Christians, Hindus, Jains, Jews, Muslims and Sikhs.  It works for increased tolerance and understanding and tries to encourage harmony by concentrating on what religions have in common, rather than what divides them.

City Groups:

Many cities have their own groups that promote racial harmony.  In Glasgow, the Sharing of Faiths movement meets every month and has an annual ‘Presentation’ in the city centre with stalls to explain each religion to the people of the city.  Its aim is sharing so that people realise that each of these religions is a way of finding God and purpose in life.
Ecumenism
Within Christianity there are differences in beliefs; Roman Catholics and Protestants have serious disagreements about issues like the authority of the Pope or whether women should be ordained as priests.  Such differences can lead to extreme situations like the troubles in Northern Ireland, which leads some Christians to try to unite all the different groups.  This work is known as the ecumenical movement and it tries to remind Christians that they are one body sharing a common aim.  This movement has grown over the last few decades and has helped with issues such as missionary work because a united Church is more effective at spreading the message of the Gospel.  It doesn’t try to make all Christians the same (this would destroy what is distinctive in each Christian tradition), but it does call for co-operation.
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6 Christian beliefs about forgiveness and reconciliation
Forgiveness is a strong theme in Jesus’ teaching; if God forgives, then people should also.

The Old Testament:

· There should be retribution from a person who has wronged us: “An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth”

The New Testament: 

· ‘If anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also’.
· ‘Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you’.
· Jesus offers forgiveness to a woman who is to be stoned to death for adultery; he tells the crowds that only those without sin can punish her.  He tells her to ‘sin no more’.
· The parable of the prodigal son teaches Christians that they should forgive a person when they are sorry and be reconciled with that person.

· As Jesus died on the cross he said, ‘Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.’  This is the ultimate example of forgiveness.
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Key words:


Equality		The state of being considered / treated alike in value


Prejudice		To form an opinion without knowledge, thought, or reason


Discrimination	To treat a person differently because of their background


Scapegoat		An individual or group is blamed for the mistakes of others


Stereotyping	To characterise a group with a fixed, standardised view


Racism		To judge people based on their ethnic background


Hatred or intolerance towards other races


Apartheid		A system or practice that separates people according to race


Denomination	A branch / religious group within a religion


Evangelism		Preaching and spreading the message of the gospels


Ecumenism		A movement promoting unity among Christian denominations


Missionaries	People who go out to spread the message of Christianity


Forgiveness		To stop feeling angry over something


Reconciliation	When people who have quarrelled become friendly again





	









































The World Council of Churches (WCC)


This was formed in 1948 and all significant Christian Churches belong to it, except the Roman Catholic Church (although they do send observers to meetings).  Thousands of delegates from all over the world attend the assemblies, which discuss a range of issues; last century saw huge progress towards Christian unity.


The WCC has not been without troubles and controversy; some Christians have argued that it has become too ‘political’, whereas others believe that part of the Christian mission on earth is to become involved with political and social issues.


Generally the WCC has three main areas of work:


Faith and witness – making people aware of the Christian message


Justice and service – helping to promote peace and justice in the world


Communication – promoting tolerance and knowledge globally





Examples of forgiveness and reconciliation in action:


There are different Christian Centres that focus on forgiveness and reconciliation:


Coventry Cathedral was bombed in WW2; it emphasises teachings on reconciliation.


Taizé in France is an ecumenical centre where Christians from all over the world can meet together for prayer and worship. 


Forgiveness is a big part of Roman Catholic Worship: to receive forgiveness for a sin, a person should go to confession with a priest; the priest acts on behalf of God, showing the person how to repent and be forgiven.


Holy Communion is an act of reconciliation: it helps believers recognise that they are part of the same Church, in spite of their differences.  When they share the bread and wine they are joining together like different parts of one body.  Most services include the words:  “Though we are many we are one body for we all share in the one bread.”





The Council of Churches for Britain and Ireland


The Council of Churches for Britain and Ireland was established in 1990 and has 30 member Churches who meet twice a year.  England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland have their own groups, which are organised in every town as ‘Churches Together’.





Why would people say Jesus’ attitude to women was revolutionary?


Why did people object to the idea of women becoming priests in the Church of England?














List some examples of racism (current and historical)


Why do you think some Christians have held racist views?


Why are some Christians resolved to fight racism, even though it may risk their safety?








