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Course content:

1. What do Christians believe about the role of men and women?
2. What do Christians think about the purpose and importance of marriage?
3. What are the Christian teachings on divorce?
4. What do Christians believe about sex and contraception ethics?
1 The roles of men and women in a Christian and Church family

Within Christianity there are different attitudes and beliefs about the roles of men and women in the family and in the Church; these beliefs are based on a range of Bible quotes and how these should be interpreted.
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2 Christian marriage ceremonies and the ways in which these reflect and emphasise Christian teaching about marriage; civil partnerships
The joining of a man and a woman in holy matrimony symbolises the union of Christ with his Church.  Christians believe that marriage was created by God and is the proper relationship for people to have sex, children and mutual support.  All denominations teach that marriage is intended to be a life-long commitment and many Churches will help couples prepare for it by offering marriage courses.
	· Couple are expected to have children

· Marriage unites two people before God

· People should have only one wife or husband (monogamy)

· Marriage should be faithful (do not commit adultery is the 7th of the 10 commandments)

· Sex before marriage is not permitted by lots of Christians
· Marriage is for life
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P – procreation

U – union

R – respect

P – plan (God’s plan for humans)

O – one flesh (sex)

S – sacred

E – eternal/endless
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Wedding customs vary from culture to culture, but there are some common elements
	Feature
	Belief

	Hymn
	Focus on God, often about love

	Opening statement
	Sets the scene and reminds people of the importance of marriage

	Declaration
	Banns are said 3 times to ensure objections are stated so marriage is more likely to survive

	Vows
	Promise to:
love, honour, comfort, protect, be faithful

Situations:
better / worse, richer / poorer, sickness / health, until death

	Exchange of rings
	Circle represents eternity; left hand is closer to heart to symbolise love

	Proclamation
	Couple are pronounced husband and wife; this is celebratory and a public message

	Prayers / sermon
	Focus on God and possible strains there might be on the marriage so the couple are prepared

	Register
	Legal contract


Marriage ceremony: HODVEPPR
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The VOWS reflect the main teachings about marriage within Christianity:

[image: image24.jpg]



[image: image9]
[image: image10]
3 Christian beliefs about the ethics of divorce and remarriage
Marriages do not work for a variety of reasons and, since the 1969 divorce act, it has become easier to get a divorce in the UK.  Generally Christians believe that everything should be done to keep couples together; however there are different views about the ways in which Christians should behave if they no longer wish to live with the person they married.
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There is no clear teaching on divorce in the Bible as Jesus is reported as saying slightly different things in the different books.  In Mark’s Gospel, Jesus says whoever divorces his wife and marries another, commits adultery.  In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus says whoever divorces his wife and marries another, except in the case of adultery, commits adultery.  So different Christian groups have come to different conclusions about the ethics of divorce.
	Church of England
	Roman Catholic Church

	· Marriage is a contract, which shouldn’t be broken

· Sometimes marriage don’t work, and if all else has been tried, then the couple can separate and divorce
· This is seen as the more loving action
· People can remarry, but it’s up to the priest to decide if he will marry divorcees

· Remarriage is seen as a sign of God’s forgiveness and willingness to offer a new start


	· Marriage is a sacrament (made by God); no human can break what God has made

· The only thing that can separate a couple is death
· Couples may separate and live apart, but they may not divorce

· Roman Catholics may not marry for a second time unless their first partner is dead
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Roman Catholics do have two alternatives to divorce, which are allowed in extreme cases.  A couple may have their marriage annulled in a few cases and this means that the marriage bond never existed.  It is very difficult to get an annulment and couples usually have to decide between staying married or getting divorced without the consent or recognition of the Church (divorcees are not allowed to take communion).
( One partner was not baptised at the time of the marriage

( One of the partners was forced into the marriage

( One of the partners did not intend to keep their marriage vows
( There is an inability to carry out the duties of marriage (impotence/mental illness)

A couple could also have their marriage dissolved if the marriage has not been consummated or if one the partners wish to become a monk or nun.  These are special circumstances and the marriage bond is recognised as having existed, but there are no restrictions on the marrying again (if they have not had sex then remarrying will not involve committing adultery).
Christians avoid divorce by giving marriage guidance before a couple marry, and by offering classes and support to couples who are struggling in their marriage.  All Christians would agree that divorce is very much a last resort.
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4 Christian beliefs about sexual relationships and contraception
Christians have different attitudes towards the place and purpose of sex in relationships.  Most Christians believe that sex should only be part of marriage, whereas others think it is ok if it is part of a loving and committed relationship.  All Christians think that sex should be controlled and would disapprove of casual sexual relationships between people who have only just met, don’t plan to stay together, or don’t love each other.
	Sex should be celebrated
	Sex should be controlled

	The Bible’s first instruction to Adam and Eve was to have sex.  God created sex as a pleasure, a gift and a joy.  Sex should be treated with respect.
	Most Christians believe that sex belongs within a marriage, and not having sex before marriage and not committing adultery are highly valued.

	Bible:

Song of songs
	‘Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit’  1 Corinthians 6:19
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Homosexuality
Most Christians believe that sex is only appropriate between two people who are married; therefore homosexual relationships are wrong because they cannot have sex inside a married united by God.  Some passages in the Bible seem to suggest that homosexual relationships are wrong and contrary to the natural laws God created.
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However, some Christians say these views are old fashioned and that the main message of Christianity is LOVE; sex is morally acceptable within any relationship that is loving and committed, whether or not the couple are married.  Therefore, some might say that it is acceptable for a homosexual couple to have sex and also for a heterosexual couple to have sex if they are not married.
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Groups such as the LGCM (The Lesbian and Gay Christian Movement) campaign for a more sympathetic attitude towards homosexuality within the Christian community, but this is a topic that people have emotive responses to and a range of views upon.
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Contraception

Contraception is any method used during sex to avoid pregnancy.  In the 21st century more choices than ever are available including natural, barrier, hormonal, and surgical methods.  Having children has been a central part of Christian marriage for centuries and the Church was opposed to any form of contraception: it’s up to God to decide how many children a couple have; contraception interferes with God’s plan and His natural laws.  This is not the view of many denominations anymore.
There are no direct Bible teachings about contraception so Christians use their own conscience to decide what is right.  Roman Catholics will listen to the teachings of the Pope.  Do not write that ‘Every sperm is sacred’ in your exam; this is a quote from Monty Python and not a teaching of the Pope…

Most Christians think life begins at conception, so would say contraception is acceptable, but would disagree with the coil or ‘morning after pill’ as these potentially end early life.
	The Roman Catholic View
	The Church of England View

	· Opposed to all artificial contraception
· God’s laws of nature mean that sex leads to pregnancy; this should not be interfered with
· Procreation from sex should not be hindered as children are a gift from God and part of marriage
· Roman Catholics practice natural family planning (the rhythm method) if they do not want to have children

· All other methods of contraception are forbidden, including withdrawal as this wastes sperm
	· A couple may practice any forms of contraception that are acceptable to both partners

· The chance of procreation should be present within a marriage as a whole as it is part of the purpose of marriage

· The chance of procreation need not be present in every act of intercourse; sex is a gift from God to be enjoyed in marriage
· Some Christians would not use the IUD / coil as it prevents implantation rather than conception


Overpopulation and STIs:
· Both are causing great problems for the planet
· STIs would not be such a problem if people followed Church teachings on monogamy
· Roman Catholic Church says the answer is to share our wealth not contraception

· Other Christians say that, without contraception the world is heading for disaster
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Label the type of contraception, what sort of method it is (natural, barrier, hormonal, surgical), and which Christians would agree or object to its use.
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Key words:


Submissive		Humbly obedient


Roles			Characteristic and expected social behaviour of a person


Matrimony		Ceremony of marriage to unite two people


Union			Joining people together


Eternal		Without beginning or end; lasting forever


Procreation		To bring new life into being; to reproduce


Vows			Solemn promises to act or behave in a certain way


Monogamy		The practice of marrying only one person in a lifetime


Divorce		The legal separation of a married couple


Adultery	Sexual intercourse between a married person and their non-spouse


Annulment		Formal declaration that a marriage bond no longer exists


Contraception	The deliberate prevention of conception through a range of methods


Homosexuality	Sexual desire for a person of the same gender





“…everyone who loves is born of God, and knows God.” (St. John 4:7).





In summary…


Variation in Bible quotes


People should try to stay together if they can


CofE accept divorce as the lesser of two evils if a couple are very unhappy; it is up to the priest to decide to remarry divorcees


Roman Catholics do not allow divorce under any circumstances so they must live apart and only remarry if their partner dies.


Roman Catholics can seek a dissolution in extreme circumstances or an annulment





Things that should be done to keep couples together:


Counselling	( Pray together			( Talk together


Talk to Vicar	( Talk to friends/family		( Read the Bible





In summary…


Sex is a gift from God; a pleasure and a joy


Sex should be part of a faithful and monogamous relationship


Most Christians believe in no sex outside marriage


Other Christians believe love is most important thing; homosexuality is acceptable


Include Bible quotes…





“I take thee to be my wedded husband/wife, to have and to hold form this day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, ‘til death do us part, according to God’s holy law and thereto I give thee my troth (promise)”





Faithful (whatever)


Monogamous


Eternal


Intended by God


Lasts to death





In summary…


PURPOSE


Denominations


HODVEPPR


Features represent beliefs


Vows





Bible:  ‘a man leaves behind his mother and father’ ‘and the two shall become one flesh’  Mark 10:6-8





CHURCH OF ENGLAND – ceremony celebrates God’s gift of marriage


ROMAN CATHOLICS – marriage is a vocation (a call from God to do a certain type of work) and a sacrament (a religious ritual by which Christians can know God better)





In summary…


Range of views


Evangelical: equal but different, Adam first, Eve helper, wives submit and run home, men provide as head of family


RC and CofE – equal roles in family and equal opportunities


Include Bible quotes….


Church: some Free Churches have had women ministers for years; RC and Orthodox disagree





ROMAN CATHOLICS


Men and women are completely equal and should have equal roles in the family


Roles in the family are interchangeable


Men and women should work to their own strengths


RC organisations support Catholic women at work


In Church: women represent Jesus in the Eucharist





In summary…


Family is an important part of marriage


No Bible teachings: conscience or RCs listen to the Pope


RCs say no to contraception as sex leads to children; only natural methods are acceptable


CofE says contraception is ok as sex is a gift for married couples to share; it’s a way of expressing love


Problems posed by overpopulation and STIs





Civil Partnerships have been legal in the UK since 2005 and are performed by a public registrar in licensed premeses.  The couple make formal promises to each other and their relationship has the same legal status as that of married couples.  Church views on this practice are in line with their views on homosexuality in general.








Keeping sex for marriage


S – Special Status for marriage (only relationship for sex)


E – Eternal partnership (monogamy: no competition or jealousy)


X – eXtra-special (that person is your only ever partner)


S – Spiritual contract (marriage is united by God)





THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND


Men and women are totally equal and should have equal opportunities and responsibilities in the home


Couples should share child care


Both may work if they wish


In Church: women have been ordained as priests since 1994, but not bishops





EVANGELICALS


Men and women are equally valuable but should have separate roles


The role of the mother is to run a Christian home and bring up the children


Women should submit to their husbands and support them in everything


Men should provide for the family and lead them in their religion; they should love their wives


In Church: women should not take an active role


These beliefs are based on the story of Adam being created first and Eve being made as his ‘helper’.  Also in this story, it was Eve who sinned first, showing that women are weaker then men and more likely to do wrong.  Therefore, men should have the final say in the family.





‘I will make him a helper’ Genesis 2:18





‘Wives be submissive to your husbands’ 1 Peter 3:1.7





“Thou shall not lie with a male as with a woman, such a thing is an abomination.” (Leviticus 18:22)





‘There is neither male nor female… for you are all one in Christ Jesus’ Galatians 3:28





‘In the image of God he created him, male and female he created them’ Genesis 1:27
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