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Course content:

1. What is the relationship between the body and soul?
2. What are heaven and hell like and how can people get to heaven?
3. What is the purpose of funerals?
1 The ways in which Christians understand the distinction between ‘body’ and ‘soul’
There are a range of beliefs about the soul…

1. A person is more than their mind and body
2. The soul is immortal and it cannot be seen

3. Having a soul sets humans apart from animals; it makes us a special creation
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4. Being made in God’s image suggests we share something of His everlasting nature
5. Adam received the ‘Breath of life’ (Genesis 2: 17) during creation; this is not how the animals were made
6. Christian ideas were interwoven with those of Plato (among others) who thought that the soul separates from the body when we die and that it is sacred, but can’t be seen
7. Paul taught that the body and soul are in conflict; the soul wants to be with God, the body wants luxuries
8. Paul taught that the imperfect body dies, but the soul lives on; Jesus’ resurrection is proof of this life after death
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2 Christian beliefs about life after death
	Heaven
	Hell

	
Christians imagine that when they die, the body is not needed any more but the soul lives on and goes to eternal life with God; this is known as ‘heaven’.  In Christian art and literature, heaven is often imagined as a place with angels playing on harps, but this is a way of describing something that is it very difficult to put into words.  Heaven involves an existence that is nothing like the way we live on earth.

Some Christians believe that, when the world comes to its last days, peoples’ bodies will be brought back to life and so they prefer to be buried, rather than cremated.  Others think that, as heaven is perfect, people will have perfect new bodies and not need their old ones any more.


Most Christians accept that they cannot know what heaven will be like, but they do believe that it will be an eternity with God, when evil and suffering no longer exist.  They find this belief comforting, even if they do not know completely what it will mean.
	
In the past, belief in both heaven and hell occupied a central place in Christian thinking.  Today, Christians tend to focus on heaven and understand hell as a poetic way of describing an eternity without God, rather than a real place.


In the Middle Ages Christians were very preoccupied with hell and thought of it as a place of everlasting torture for people who turned their backs in Christianity and who had committed wicked deeds.  They encouraged people to join the church by threatening them with the fires of hell if they refused.
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Christians believe:

· God is omniscient so knows us better than we know ourselves

· God will judge all our actions from this life
· God will judge people on their concern for the poor and the weak as in the Parable of the Sheep and the Goats
Matthew 25:32-46

“Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate them one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will place the sheep at his right hand, but the goats at the left.

Then the King will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, O blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you found the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me a drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’  Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see thee hungry and feed thee or thirsty and give thee drink?  And when did we see thee and stranger and welcome thee, or naked and clothe thee?  And when did we see thee sick or in prison and visit thee?’  And the King will answer them, ‘Truly I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me.’
Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’  Then they will also answer, ‘Lord, when did we see thee hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to thee?’  Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I say to you, as you did it not to one of the least of these, you did it not to me.’  And they will go away into eternal punishment and the righteous into eternal life.”
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Christianity teaches that God is loving and forgiving.
· There will be forgiveness for those who seek it and are repentant

· Jesus’ death for the sins of others has given everyone the opportunity to be forgiven; followers of Christ who recognise the wrongs they have done and try to act better in the future will be forgiven by God.
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4 Christian funeral rites, and the ways in which these reflect belief and aim to support the bereaved
Christians, like everyone else, are sad when someone they love dies.  However, a Christian funeral service reminds people that, although the dead person can no longer be with family and friends, death is not the end.  Christians share hope that, after death, they will be raised to eternal life with God, and the Christian funeral service reminds them of this.
Church of England

· The Gathering: the priest opens the service with Jesus’ words: 'I am the resurrection and the life…he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: and whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.'

· Hymns: there is usually a selection; the deceased’s favourites or focusing on eternal life.
· Readings and sermon: a psalm from the Bible is read out; it is often Psalm 23, 'The Lord is my Shepherd'.  Verses from the Old or New Testament are also read.
· Eulogy: the priest will talk about the person who has died.  This can be quite a personal section, reflecting on the person's life and their role in the Christian church.  A family member or friend may wish to read out a poem, a passage from the Bible, or a personal account of their life.
· Prayers: prayers of thanksgiving, penitence and readiness for death are said.
· Reflection: the congregation are given silent time for reflection on the deceased.
· Commendation: The priest speaks these words: "Let us commend… to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer."  The priest then reads a prayer.
· Committal: this is the most solemn moment; at a burial the coffin is lowered into the grave / at a cremation the curtains are closed around the coffin.  "We therefore commit (his / her) body to the ground; earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust; in the sure and certain hope of the Resurrection to eternal life."
· Wake: a social gathering where mourners eat, drink and talk together.

Catholic

Catholics believe in Heaven and Hell, but also in Purgatory: a place for those who have died in a 'state of grace' (they have committed 'venial' (forgivable) sins) and may not go straight to Heaven.

· The Vigil for the Deceased: this is a service of prayers, songs and homilies either at the home of the deceased, or in church, before the day of the funeral.
· Introductory rites: the priest greets the congregation and says: "The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all."  He leads the coffin and congregation down the church aisle; Holy water is sprinkled and there is an opening hymn and prayer.
· Liturgy of the Eucharist: there is a preparation of gifts, a Eucharist prayer is said and Holy Communion is received.
· Rite of Committal: prayers are said by the final resting place (at the graveside for burial and before the curtains close for cremation).
Quaker funerals

· A Quaker funeral has two particular aims: to thank God for the life that has been lived, and to help the mourners feel a sense of God's presence.
· Quaker mourners tend not to wear black as a symbol of thanks for knowing the person.
· The funeral can follow the normal silent pattern of Quaker worship, or it can include programmed elements.  At a meeting following the silent pattern the contributions are likely to include memories as well as prayers or readings.  A senior person will normally begin the meeting with a brief explanation of Quaker worship if there are many non-Quakers present.
· Quakers can be buried or cremated.
	Feature
	Purpose
	Comfort

	Gathering
Greedy
	
	

	Hymns
Hippos
	
	

	Readings
Really
	
	

	Eulogy
Enjoy
	
	

	Prayers
Pancakes
	
	

	Reflection
Rhinos
	
	

	Commendation
Can
	
	

	Committal
Cook
	
	

	Wake
Waffles
	
	


Greedy hippos really enjoy pancakes; rhinos can cook waffles
	Roman Catholic
	Quaker

	
	


Key words:


Judgement		Decision about whether something is right or wrong


Resurrection	Rising from the dead


Immortal		Not subject to death


Mourn		To grieve or lament for the dead


Grief			To suffer over loss


Bereavement	To deprive and make desolate


Soul			The spiritual and eternal part of humans


Heaven		Place of paradise after life; home of God


Hell			Place of punishment after life; home of the Devil


Purgatory		Place of temporary suffering to atone for sins


Funeral		Ceremony for a dead person prior to burial or cremation








ROMAN CATHOLIC BELIEFS


At death the souls of those who have not sinned since their last confession will go straight to heaven


The souls of Christians who have sinned will go to purgatory to be cleansed


The souls of those who refused to believe in God or who have committed mortal sins go to hell


Jesus will return to earth and God will make a new heaven and a new earth – those from heaven or purgatory will go to heaven, those in hell return to hell.





“I am the way the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me”





PROTESTANT BELIEFS


The soul goes immediately before God to be judged (Luke 23:43)


Good Christians will go to heaven


Some think that Christians who have sinned and not asked for forgiveness and non-Christians will go to hell


Many do not believe in hell and believe that there will be an afterlife for people of all religions, based on how they have lived





“In my Father’s house there are many rooms; if it were not so I would not have told you…”  John 14:2





CONSERVATIVE BELIEFS


Salvation is achieved through faith and behaviour


Good Christians will go to heaven


Christians who have sinned and not asked for forgiveness and non-Christians will go to hell


People receive new spiritual bodies in heaven


Some believe those who have led particularly good lives will be rewarded more than others in heaven





“I am the way the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me”





How should people behave in this life?


What does this story suggest about how people will be judged?





PURGATORY


In Roman Catholic teaching, purgatory is a state after death for people who are not completely ready to go straight to heaven.  Their souls stay in purgatory until they are free from sin.  Roman Catholics often pray for the souls of those who have died, in the hope that they will not have to stay there for too long.  There is no Biblical reference to purgatory.





Traditional views:


Heaven and hell are physical places; they actually exist


Hell is a fearful place





People were frightened into going to Church


There is a physical resurrection of the body at some point in the future





Modern views:


Focus on the image of a loving and forgiving God rather than hell


Hell is a place apart from God; it’s symbolic rather than literal


Heaven is state of being close to God; this could be spiritual or physical


Heaven is completely different to Earth; it’s hard to describe in words














Why do Christians think they have a special relationship with God?


Why is the soul not interested in bodily luxuries?





‘So God created man in his own image’	Genesis 1:27





‘If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.’  1 Corinthians 44








