How do Buddhists account for the existence

of suffering in the world?

Your task:
Explain how Buddhists would deal with the issue of suffering. It’ll probably have sections like this:

1. Introduction: What is the problem of evil? Give examples of suffering and explain the difference between natural and moral evil.

2. Buddhist explanations: Explain what causes suffering according to Buddhists (Three Marks of Existence and Four Noble Truths)

3. Buddhist solutions: Explain the Eightfold Path and how this might help Buddhists to deal with suffering

4. Christian ideas: Explain Christian ideas about where suffering comes from. Eg. Free will, original sin (Adam and Eve), suffering as a test, suffering as a punishment, the Devil.

5. Analysis: Compare Buddhist and Christian ideas about where evil comes from. What are the strengths and weaknesses of both.
6. Evaluate: Which is the best way to explain suffering? Is it Buddhist or Christian? Why? Do you have a better way to explain suffering? Why is your answer (whatever you choose) better than all the others?
It can be in any format you like really:

· Poster

· Booklet

· Essay

· PowerPoint

· Newspaper article

Level Guidance:

Level 4: Description of types of suffering and the problems it causes for people.  Simple explanations of why humans suffer and how it can be stopped. 

Level 5: Detailed description of types of suffering and the problems it causes for people.  Explanations of the reasons why humans suffer and how it can be stopped according to Buddhists.

Level 6: Detailed description of the types of suffering and the problems it causes for people.  Detailed explanations of the reasons why humans suffer and how it can be stopped, using examples to demonstrate understanding.  Compare and contrast Buddhist responses to suffering with Christian responses.
See the blog for further guidance: www.mdbigg.me.uk/cvc
