

There is no teaching in the Bible on fertility treatments as the technology is very recent.

In the Bible, if someone couldn’t have children it was believed to be God’s decision:

“Hannah had no children… because the Lord had closed her womb.” 1 Samuel 1:26

Christians disagree on the acceptability of fertility treatments:

· Some Christians believe that, if childless couples are unhappy they should be helped to create a human life; it is God’s desire for man to reproduce.

· Others argue that fertility treatments make things happen that are not God’s intention; they worry about what happens to ‘spare’ embryos and argue that ‘third parties’ (donors) should not be introduced into a relationship meant for two people.
	The Official Church of England View on IVF, AID, AIH and SURROGACY 

	
The Church of England view is largely influenced by the GOLDEN RULE, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul... love your neighbour as yourself.”


In certain situations it may seem the most loving action to use the gifts of healing that God has given to help an infertile couple conceive and fulfil one of the purposes of marriage.

IVF is acceptable in cases of infertility and inheritable diseases.
AIH and AID are both acceptable to allow a couple to fulfil their dreams of having a family, but the child should have access to some information about the donor.

Surrogacy is never acceptable.

	The Official Roman Catholic View on IVF, AID, AIH, and Surrogacy

	· “Life is God’s gift and we do not have a right to children” (Pope JPII, 1990).
· According to natural law, procreation is part of the sex act; this is God’s intention and shouldn’t be changed.

· A separate life begins as soon as the embryo is conceived; embryos are not disposable commodoties.
· Introducing a third adult into the marriage, when it is supposed to be a union between two people only, is ‘mechanical adultery’.
· Masturbation is sinful.
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