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Recipients:

Parents receiving egg or sperm donations are the legal parents of the child; they put their name on the birth certificate.  The child has no legal or financial ties to the donor.

From 1990, people could find out if they were conceived using donated sperm, eggs or embryos, and check whether they were related to someone they wanted to marry, but the donors remained anonymous.

Since 1st April 2005 the law has changed; people born from donations can now find out who their genetic parents are when they reach 18.  People have the right to know:

1. The donor’s name (and their name at birth, if different) 

2. Date and place of donor’s birth
3. Last known address (or their address recorded at the time of registration)
Donors:

Donors can claim expenses such as the cost of childcare, travel, and loss of earnings (up to £55.19 / day) to a maximum of £250 per course of egg / sperm donation.

Since October 2009 donors have the right to find out if their donation has been successful, the number of children born as a result of their donation, and the sex and year of birth (but not the names).  Since 1991 a limit of 10 live births has been put in place, which means that only 10 couples or individuals could have children from the same donor.

People who donate fresh sperm outside of HFEA licensed clinics are considered by law to be the child’s father with full paternal responsibilities.

Surrogacy
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The surrogate has the legal right to keep the child, even if it is not genetically related to her.  Surrogacy arrangements are not legally enforceable, even if a contract has been signed and the expenses of the surrogate have been paid; the birth mother is always treated as the mother. 

The child’s legal father will be the surrogate’s husband (unless he can show that he did not consent to the treatment) or partner; if the surrogate mother has no partner, the child is legally fatherless.  

The intended parents can apply for a parental order (applications usually go to court within 6 months of the birth); at least one of the couple must be genetically related to the baby and the surrogate and legal father must consent to the order.

If neither of the couple are genetically related to the baby (donor egg and donor sperm or donor embryos were used), then the couple must adopt the baby.

The law is changing in April 2010 and will allow unmarried people to commission surrogacy and then apply for a parental order.
Questions:

1) Should a ‘genetic parent’ have any rights or duties towards the child?

2) In what way does the law protect the couple, the donor, the child, and the surrogate?
3) What are the problems with surrogacy for the surrogate, the parents commissioning the birth, and the child as it grows up?

4) ‘Surrogacy devalues human life’.  Do you agree?  What would other people say about this view?
