What was the most important reason for punishing the killers of Jamie Bulger?
The task is to consider the murder of James Bulger and what should have been done with the culprits. There are several “aims” of punishment and you need to think about which is the most important in this case.

Suggested Structure:

· Introduction: outline the details of the case

· Protection: (keep society safe), were the boys a threat to society?  Did they need protecting from themselves?

· Deterrence: (put others off doing the same), was this a crime that would be copied?  Would the 8 year sentence put people off such behaviour?

· Reform: (reform the criminals), were the boys too young to know what they had done?  Would counselling change their behaviour?  Could they become normal members of society?

· Retribution: (society taking revenge), should society punish the boys to make them pay for what they did?  Would this make people feel better?  Would the boys and others learn from the punishment they were given?

· Vindication: (law must be upheld), the boys chose to break the law so needed to be punished.  Might others do similar crimes if these boys had gone unpunished?  Would society work if crimes went unpunished?

· Conclusion: what do you think was the most important reason to punish the boys? (e.g.: rehabilitation because the boys had made a terrible mistake they had to learn from)

Level Guidance: 

Level 6: You need to analyse. What are the good / bad points about each of the “aims” of punishment in this case? What might the benefits of reform be? Why might retribution cause a problem?

Level 7: You need to evaluate. Given all of your analysis what conclusions do you come to about the aims of punishment? Why have chosen one as most important? What makes it more important than the others? You’ll have to refer to your analysis.

Level 8: Think about the wider world. You’ve considered a particular case; now consider things more generally. What is the most important reason for punishment over all? Perhaps some are more important in certain situations? If so, why? In what situations?
