Big Bang Briefly
The Theory:

Big Bang theory is the scientific hypothesis that the universe began from a singularity approximately 13.8 billion years ago. All of the matter in the universe was compressed into one infinitely small, infinitely dense space. This was unstable and so there was a “big bang” which sent everything flying outwards in a huge explosion. Over several billion years gravity brought matter together and eventually formed stars and planets. The origins of the universe were, therefore, chaotic and random.
The Evidence:

Obviously scientists were not around to observe this big bang so we therefore need other evidence to back up this claim. Firstly, we can detect background radiation. This is exactly what scientists would expect to see if there were a big bang. Secondly, we can observe “red shift”. The light emitted by the stars we see is more red than on would expect. This indicates that the stars are moving away from us: exactly what you’d expect to see if the universe were expanding.
The Responses:

Fundamentalist / Literalist responses

Given the fundamental belief that the Bible is the Word of God there is a clear conflict here. The Bible says nothing about any Big Bang or the idea that the universe developed over billions of years. The Bible records a creation taking place over 6 days instead. This ultimately comes down to a question of trust: do you trust God (who was there in the beginning) or do you trust scientists (who are speculating based on what they observe now)? “Creation scientists” would argue that when it comes to “historical science” the better evidence comes from the Bible.
Conservative responses

Some Christians attempt to harmonise what the Bible says with the scientific view. They take the Bible seriously (God doesn’t lie) but also recognise the value of science. For example, they might note the Bible records the earth starting “formless and empty” and with a flash of light; this could be a reference to a “big bang”. Similarly, some argue that the “days” referred to in Genesis don’t necessarily have to refer to 24 hour periods; at other points in the Bible the same word (“yom”) is used to refer to an unspecified period of time, there are also times that say “a day is like a thousand years to God”. This view tries to hold together both the Bible and science and also taking the Bible quite literally.
Liberal responses

Liberals take a rather different view of the Bible. They would want to recognise the Bible as true, but argue that it doesn’t follow that it is literally true. In reading Genesis they would look for the theological truth (that God created the world, loves the world, that humans are special etc) but don’t see that this needs to be historically true too. Therefore, they would accept the scientific views about the origins of the world and not see this as in conflict with what the Bible (after all, God could easily create through the Big Bang).
Atheist responses

Many atheists would argue that the Big Bang demonstrates that religious belief in a creator God is misguided. The discrepancies between the Genesis account of creation and Big Bang theory suggest that both cannot be right. All of the scientific evidence suggests that the biblical version of events must be wrong and therefore belief in God should be challenged.
