God as Praiseworthy Précis
The Biblical Presentation of God as Good

God is presented as good throughout the Bible:

· God’s characteristics are good: Throughout the Bible God is described as good. “The LORD is good, his love endures forever” (Psalm 100), “The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness” (Exodus 34)

· God is presented as the highest good: When Jesus is described as good he replies: “Why do you call me good? Only God is good”. Paul notes that “All have fallen short of the glory of God” suggesting that God is the most perfect being.
· God is forgiving and compassionate: God’s forgiveness and compassion is found throughout the OT. He forgives the people of Israel time and time again, he hears Hannah’s prayer for a child and is compassionate on her. Through the prophets he continually demands justice for the poor and oppressed. This suggests that he cares about the creatures he has created.
· God’s goodness is expressed in creation: When God creates it is “good” or even “very good”. This represents his goodness because a bad apple tree cannot create a good apple. The earth is created for the benefits of humans, demonstrating God’s love for us.
· God’s goodness is expressed in Jesus: Ultimately, God shows his love and goodness through Jesus, who is described as the “Good Shepherd”. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us (Romans 5), “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). God’s love is an expression of his goodness.
God as Lawgiver and Judge
This aspect of God’s character is, of course, linked to the goodness of God

· God gives instructions: From the outset of creation God gives instructions and commandments to human beings: “Rule over the fish of the sea…” God is the authority on how we are to act and the source of moral conduct.
· God gives formal laws: God also gives definite commands “Do not eat of the TOKOGAE” or the 10C. The implication here is that God wants what is best for us and so tells us how to live well.
· God cares about human morality: Throughout the Bible God is angry at human failures to be moral. The prophets speak out against injustice. God is angry when King David misbehaves and destroys the towns of Sodom and Gomorrah for their appalling crimes.
· God judges us righteously: God is in a position to judge our actions (cf. omniscience). Judgement is also a part of God’s righteousness; if God didn’t punish wrongdoing and reward goodness he would not be good himself. We are judged on our actions (see the Parable of the Sheep and Goats).
· God delegates authority to humans: God gives certain people authority to rule and guide. The authority ultimately comes from God: “Obey the government, for God is the one who put it there. All governments have been placed in power by God. So those who refuse to obey the laws of the land are refusing to obey God, and punishment will follow.” (Romans 13)
· God is forgiving and compassionate in judgement: When Jesus finds a woman caught in adultery he sends her on her way and says “Go, and sin no more”. Before destroying Sodom and Gomorrah he agrees with Abraham that he won’t destroy the city if 5 upright people can be found. Even as Jesus is being crucified he calls out “Father forgive them, for the know not what they are doing!”
The Euthyphro Dilemma

Put forward by Plato, this dilemma asks questions about whether God can be the source of all morality. “Are things God because God declares them to be so, or does God declare things to be good because they are objectively so”.
· If things are good because God says so then it may be suggested that “goodness” is an arbitrary choice on God’s part. God could easily declare that murder was good and it would be true – this is clearly ridiculous!

· On the other hand, if God says something is “good” because it is simply “good” then there is some other source of what is good and bad other than God. God would then not be the source of goodness, something else would be.

Thomas Aquinas rejects this “problem”. God’s moral commandments are an expression of his goodness. As he is the source of all goodness he cannot do anything but express goodness. God could not declare murder was good; this is not because “goodness” comes from some external source, but because to do so would deny God’s own good nature.
