Creator God Compendium
The Biblical Presentation of God as Creator

Genesis chapters 1-3 offer the main account of God’s creative action in the world. However one reads these chapters (literally, metaphorically or theologically) several points about God and creation emerge:

1. God created the earth: The first words of Genesis are “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth”; this implies that everything has its origins in God to some extent.
2. God’s creation is different to human creation: The Hebrew word for “create” in Gen 1:1 is the verb “bara”. In the Old Testament this verb is only ever used for God’s creative activity; this suggests that God creates in a different way to humans and emphasises his omnipotence. Furthermore, God is often depicted as creating through speaking: “God said, ‘Let there be light!’ and it was so”.
3. The world God created is fundamentally good: Every day is ended by God observing what has been made and saying that it is good. Unlike Plato, who implies that the physical world is bad because it is an imperfect copy of the Forms, Genesis declares that the physical world is inherently good.
4. Humans are set apart from animals: The creation of humans is marked in several ways. Firstly, humans are created in the “image of God” unlike animals, they are also given the breath of life. Further, after humans are created God declares the world “very good” (or completely perfect). Finally, humans are given the responsibility of stewardship which emphasises their importance in creation.
5. Things happen according to God’s plan: Animals, birds, plants etc. are all created “according to their kinds”. This suggests that God has plans in mind when creating; it is not a random process.
“Creatio ex nihilo”

Creatio ex nihilo is the Latin phrase meaning “creation out of nothing”. This has long been a key belief in Christian theology. The logic here is that if God created things out of pre-existing material (like the Demiurge) then there would be something else eternal other than God. Therefore, the idea emerges that God creates the universe from nothing at all (ex nihilo). This principle doesn’t really come across in the Bible; Genesis describes the starting point of creation as a “formless void” (tohu bohu in Hebrew), which implies that God is more like a craftsman (Demiurge) shaping existing things according to his will. However, note point 2 above, that Genesis does also suggest that God’s creating (“bara”) is different to other kinds of creating, so does emphasise God’s power and authority.

Attributes of God in creation

· Omnipotence: God is presented as omnipotent because of the power of his creation. He creates through speaking (“Let there be…”) in a different way to humans (“bara”). Everything happens according to God’s will which emphasises God’s raw power and authority.

· Omniscience: God creates “according to their kinds” which implies that God knows exactly what he is doing throughout the creation story. However, did God know that Adam and Eve would sin (link to Prob of Evil)? God also knows our actions and so is in a position to judge (link to lawgiver/judge).

· Omnipresence: God is presented as beyond all space-time in his creative act so is implicitly omnipresent. However, God also appears “walking in the Garden” with Adam and Eve…

Comparison to the Prime Mover

Similarities: God is presented as being beyond time and space (as is the PM). It is implicit that both are omnipotent. You might also comment on God as necessary, immaterial, good or eternal.

Differences: At times God is presented as being much more involved with creation than the PM. He communicates with his creation. Whereas the PM draws everything towards itself, the God of Genesis gets stuck in.
